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will in due course be laid on the Table of
the House. Immediately the Bill is passed,
the Commonwealth regulations with appro-
priate adaptations shall, subject to the pro-
visions of and by force of this legislation,
come into operation and have the same ef-
feet as if made under the provisions of
this Bill and as if they were regulations
made under the provisions of the last pre-
ceding subsection, which I shall not read to
the House, and validly promulgated and
not disallowed. The previous subsection
mentioned relates to new regulations which
have been laid on the Table of the House.

Hron. Sir Charles Latham: floes that
mean that they cannot be disallowvedl

The HONORARY 'MINISTER FOil
AGRICULTURE: These reguilations can-
not be disallowed, but any new ones could
be. This is a transitional Bill and the advice
received from those who have been admin-
istering the Commonwealth Act for some
years is that they provide the best way of
doing the job.

Hon. E. 1W. Davies: Is this the only way
to do it? What happens if the new regU-
lations ate disallowed?

The HONORARY -MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Then we will have to
carry on with these. They have been in
operation for a number of years and people
understand them and their effect.

Hon. ,J. A. Dimmitt: We do not like
them any better for having got used to
them.

Hon. H. Hearn: Perhaps it will be im-
possible to get rid of them.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: It will be the job of
those administering the control to intro-
duce new regulations-

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: No, it will
not.

The HONORARY MI1NISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: This is the method re-
commended by the advisers of this and the
other Governments concerned. What has
to be done must be done quickly, and there
will be time later to promulgate new regu-
lations under the measure. I move--

That tile Bill be Dow read a second time.

On motion by Ron. E. H. Gray, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 8 p.m,

Tuesday, 31st August, 1948.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
HOUSING.

As to MeNess Homes Applicants and
Finance.

Mr. FOX asked the Premier:

(1) Is he aware that there are hundreds
of applicants for MeNess homes?

(2) That no further homes are being
built by the 'MeNess Housing Trust because
it has no money!

(3) Will he make a substantial amount
of money available to tile MeNess Housing
Trust in order to enable it to re-comimence
building?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) No.
'13) Legislation is now being drafted to

provide a means whereby the MeNess
trustees can re-commence building opera-
tions.

MEDICAL SCHOOL.

As to Proposed Building.

Hon. A. B.. G. HAWKE asked the Pre-
mier:

When is a start likely to be made with
the proposed medical school building?
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The ACTING PREMIER replied:

After careful consideration, the Govern-
ment feels that it must defer an announce-
ment as to the date when the building for
a medical school could be commenced. The
urgent needs of housing, hospitals and edu-
cation must be met. The position will be
kept continuously under review.

BELMONT RAILWAY CROSSING,
BAYS WATER.

As to Straightening of Road.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Works:-

When will the straightening of the road
at the Belmont railway crossing, Bayswater,
be commenced?

The 'MINISTER replied:

No work has been authorised at the Bel-
Mont railway crossing, as the basis for
Fharing costs with the Bayswater Road
Board is not finalised,

WATER SUPPLIES.

As to Kodj Kodjin Schemne.

Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Has an estimate of cost of a water
scheme to servo the Kodj Kodjin area, the
preparation of which was announced in the
Press somec little time ago, been completed
yet?

(2) Itf the answer is in the affirmantive,
will the work be put in hand, and, if so,
when is it expected that tenders for
materials will be called?)

The 'MINISTER replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) Yes, and it is expected tenders for

materials will be called shortly.

EDUCATION.

As to (hdldfoard-Midland High School Site.

Mr, (IHAYDEN asked the Minister for
Edu1cation

(1) What is the present attitude of the
Education Department towards the high
school site, known as "Woodbridge," in the
Guildford East area?

(2) Will he give details of the alter-
native sites recommended by organisations.
in the Guildford-Midtand district 9

(3) Will be give the reasons, in detail
for each site, why the Education Depart-
ment does not consider these alternative
sites suitable?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The Director of Education (Mr.

Little) was satisfied that the Woodbridge
site was a satisfactory one. It has suffi-
cient area and is sufficiently elevated above
the flood level to make it safe in that re-
spect.

(2) The Education Department has a re-
cord of six alternative suggested sites-
(a) in Bassendean; (b) in Bassendean;, (c)
beyond the Helena River on the Bnshmnead-
road and adjoining Janet-strebdt; (d) to the
east of Midland Junction, against the Stan-
hope Gardens; (e) to the north-east of
Midland Junction near the Protestant
Orphanage; (f) in Greenmount, near the
Midland Junction reservoir.

(3) A number of these can be ruled out
through lack, of accessibility. One of them
is a possibility, but may be required for a
new primary school. It is not considered
there is any imimediate need to definitely
fix the high school site. The departmient
considers a more urgent matter is the pro-
vision of a new infants' school.

RAILWAYS.

As to Late Running of Wongan Hills-
Mfulleuwa Train.

Mr. BRAND asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

As the continued late running of the.
Wongan Hills -trai to Mullewa is causing
great inconvenience locally and delaying
departure of trains from that junction,
would he, in view of his reply to my third
question of the 12th August, reveal what
specific action has been taken to ascertain
the real reason for the late running?

The 1%llNSTER replied:

The running of the three trains con-
cerned, viz., goods train, the passenger,
which conveys perishables, and the Wiluna
train, has been examiined wvith a view to
having such alterations mnade as would ob-
viate the likelihood of the slower train
impediug the running of the faster train.

Any alteration, however, is impractic-
able.
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The department is fully alive to the need
for the passenger trains, particularly, to
rua to schedule, and is further closely
examining the matter, with a view to
achieving that result with this train.

STATE TOURIST ORGANISATIONS.
A3 to Legislation for Single Control.

Mr. BRAND asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) Is it the Government's intention to
follow the lead of the Eastern States and
New Zealand by introducing legislation to
bring all boards and departments which
now control State tourist attraction under
one department?

(2) If so, will a Bill be prepared?
(3) Will it be introduced this session?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The Government has in hand the pre-

paration of a Bill to provide for the csac-
lishmnent of a National Parks and Reserves
Trust.

(2) Answered by (1).
(3) The Government is endeavouring to

do so.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Thirteenth Day.

Debate resumed from the 26th August.

MR. MAY (Collie) [4.37]: Mr. Speaker,
at the outset I desire to say that I have
been congldcrably impressed by most of the
speeches delivered by members on the
Address-in-reply debate, as they have dealt
with various matters in which the State is
interested. Having listened to the view-
points expressed, I feel it is up to each and
every member to do his utmost, as far as
lies in his power, to further those schemes
that are -necessary for the progress of the
State.

I was extremely pleased to note in the
Speech that we are to be honoured by a
visit from Their Majesties, the King and
Quieen and Her Royal Highness the Prin-
oss Margaret. Since that announcement
was made the itinerary of the visit has been
published and I must ally myself with those
who have already expressed disappoint-
ment with it. One does not wish to criticise
such an itinerary, but it is extremely difficult
to prepare one that will suit all sections of

the community. But I also feel that the
people who are prepared to go into the
country and live under the conditions pre-
vailing, there, and who eventually become
the main producers arc in the position of
being unable to participate in a visit of
this nature. However, I consider that at
least a. short time of Their Majesties stay
could have been spent in the South-West,
particularly the lower part where they might
have seen certain of our timber in its virgin
state. They could not see it in any other
part of the world because it does not grow
anywhere else. I just voice my slight objec-
,tion in this respect because I think it is
duo to the people who go into the country
and are more or less debarred from taking
part in anything of this nature, But let me
say that I feel the -reception which will be
accorded our Royal visitors will be very
warm and inspiring and, without a doubt,
most loyal.

I -notice that in the Lieut.-Govcrnor's
Speech there is mention of increased pro-
duet ion. That applies to most of the activi-
ties throughout the State. Each and overy-
one of us should do his utmost to attain
that objective. That applies equally to the
coal industry, His Excellency also made
reference to harmony in industry. This is
not a one-sided argument: there are two
sides in the maintenance of harmony in
industry, and the responsibility lies equally
between the employee and the employer.
I -cannot overlook the fact that in the coal
industry we have had almost complete
harmony. Very little difficulty was experi-
enced in the coalmines of this State during
the first World War and the second World
War, and there has been very little since.
Perhaps it would not be out of place to
make some small reference to the recent
trouble that did occur at Collie. T his arose
over a horse named "Red" and it must be
agreed that it is. most significant. that the
horse should be given that name.

Mr. Styants: A very appropriate name.
Mir. MAY: Yes, but in a most inappro-

priate place. In a coabane there arc suffi-
cient dangers present already without
taking further ones down the pit. This
par-icuar horse, being well bred, was
totally unsuitable for underground work.
Once a horse goes berserk down below, it
does not leave much to the imagination to
understand that it can do a good deal of
damage and cause loss of life in a very
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short time. It should be recognised that,
due to the ordinary dangers in a coalmine,
no attempt should be made to force further
trouble down the pit. We have all been
concerned about the late rains that this
State has experienced. Without the neces-
sary falls to ensure a good season, many
industries in Western Australia will be
affected. I express the hope that this sea-
son although starting very badly, will finish
well with late rains so that we may get the
yield which we so earnestly anticipate and
that means so much to the State.

I want to say a word or two about miini'
eral production. The Goldfields members
have adequately dealt with goldmnining, and
it is not necessary for me to add to what
has already been said. I do feel with them,
however, that a certain amount of relief
should be forthcoming to some of the smaller
shows, in particular, which are at present
working at a loss. In March of this year I
was responsible for arranging a public
meeting at Greenbushes. I realised that that
little town had gone back owing to the lowv
price of tin. In view of the fact that tin has
now risen to over £600 per ton, I thought
the time was ripe for some fresh interest
to be created in the industry.

I wont to acknowvledge quite frankly and
readily that the Minister for Mines, at my
request, accompanied me to Greenbushes
to attend that meeting, which was one
of the biggest ever held there in the last
20 to 25 years,, and was the means of reviv-
ing interest in the tin mining industry. I
am glad to be able to say that since tben no
less than 1,160 acres have been taken up for
prospecting,' representing 12 separate claims.
Previously the only claim being worked
there was that of a Mr. Freeman,' who em-
ployedl a gang of five men. The result of
his last year's operations was that 51/ tons
of tin were produced to a value of £1,450,
in addition to which 6 tons 2 cwt. 2 qrs. and
24 lbs. of concentrates are on hand, valued
at £C1,687. Only five men were employed
to produce that output. I amn very hopeful
that in the future, with the number of new
shows commencing, some of the old time
activity will be revived and that the field,
and the State generally, will benefit.

I want to add a word about housing. Much
has been said, during the course of the de-
bates, on this subject, and I know the posi-
tion is unsatisfactory wherever we go. For
the life of me I cannot see where we can

see any lightening of the burden for some
time to come. I am almost a daily visitor
at the State Housing Commission's offices
and at all times I have received the greatest
courtesy from the secretary down to the
office boy. They are always ready and
willing to do what they can in the cir-
custances to assist. I am surprised that
a number of the officers-I know they are
temporary officers-arte able to exist on the
salary that they receive. I believe it is some-
where about £6 10s. per week, and how it is
possible for them to live, maintain a home,
and to appear respectably. dressed to inter-
view the public, I do not know. So far as
the temporary staff are concerned, I would
suggest that they be' -given another £1 per
week in order that they may appear respect-
ably dressed before the public. God knows
their salary is low enough and this extra
money would give them a chance to live.
I know the Government is bound by regua-
tions and all the rest of it, but I do think
some consideration should be given in that
direction.

How can any Government expect to get
the best service and the best offieers unless
it is prepared to pay within some reasonable
range, a salary commensurate with the job
that has to be performed? The State
Housing Commission's officers have done
wonderful work, especially when one sees
the conditions under which they do it. I
am surprised that the health inspector at-
tached to the Perth City Council allows
some of the officers to work under these eon-
dibions. They work in all sorts of pokey
corners, and I consider it a crying shame
that we allow such a state of affairs to con-
tinue. I believe the Commission has taken
action to provide a new building, and the
time is long overdue. If ever there was an
op)portunity for any man to develop ain
occupational disease it has been given to the
men in the Housing Commission. Personally,
I would not care to 'Work there.

Mr. Graham: The way the Government is
solving the housing difficulties it will need
only half the staff at Christmas time.

Mr. MAY: We must consider the health
of these men and women, and the quicker
we can get some of them out of the back
halls and other places in which they are
situated the better it will be for all con-
cerned.

On every occasion the Premier, who I am
sorry to say is not here this afternoon, has
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expressed his desire to get increased produc-
tion of coal. He has publicly stated on
many occasions that he is prepared to go
to any lengths to gain that increase. I only
wish some of his Ministers were in step with
his remarks. Not so long ago I had the
pleasure of introducing a deputation to the
Minister for Works regarding amenities re-
quired in connection with additional housing
at Collie. The deputation asked the Min-
ister whether he would be prepared to pitt in
water reticulation to various new areas of
the town which have sprung up recently. If
this work could be carried oat it would mean
that mom employees could be absorbed into
the industry with a consequent increase in
the production of coal. The Minister rightly
or wrongly said this--

He could not yield to pressure which sold!
to the Governent, ''Because you want mnore
coal you must give us what we want in other
directions.''
That is aill right, but if that is the Mini-
ister's attitude I am quite prepared to
adopt it in other direct-ions. I am not going
to accept the Premier's statement on the
one hand that he is prepared to adopt
any measures in order to increase the out-
put of coal, and that of one of his Ministers
stating that Collie is to be put on the same
basis as every other town.

The Minister for Works: Do you recall
the remarks wvhich led up to the statement
I made?

Mr. M1AY: That is what the Minister
said.

The Minister for Works: Yes, you are
quite right. The pity is that you (lid not
read the words that preceded that state-
ment.

Mr. MAY: If the Premier wants more
coal he must be prepared to put more men
into the industry. I have told him that
on numerous occasions, but we cannot put
more men into the industry unless they are
provided with housing and amenities. If
the Premier wants More Coal then he Must
persuade the Minister for Works to give
the people the extra facilities. If the
Minister states that he is going to keep
Collie on the same basis as the other towns
in the State, I am quite agreeable, but I
do not want the Premier to go around thr
country saying he is prepared to take any
measures to increase the output of coal.

The Minister for Lands: Is there any
control over housing at Collie?

Mr. MAY: I will have something to say
about that later.

The Minister for Works: Do you remem-
ber making some threats?

Mr. MAY: I do not make threats.

The Minister for Works:
cover what you said, too.

Those notes

Mr. MAY: I will tell the Minister what
he said. The notes are as follows:-

Mr, May said the Hon. Minister would know
how the Hon. the Premier felt about the neces-
sity for an increased output of coal. Unless
they were* able to put more people into the
industry there could not be an increase in the
output of coal. Port and parcel of that sclheme
would be the reticulation of water to the new
houses which would be required. Quite apart
from the submissions of the Rood Board repre-
senitatives, it was essential from a State point
of view that these wrater supply matters be
dealt wvith as soon as possible. He would like
that asp~ect to be taken into consideration.

There is no threat in those words.

Hon. A. HI. Panton: Whose report was
that?

Mr. MAY: It is a report of a deputa-
tion to the Minister for Works. The de-
putation comprised representatives of the
Collie Road Board and myself and took
place on the 18th May, 1948. The 'Min-
ister replied-

The Hon. -Minister stated thrt the main limit-
ing factor wos the slow availablity of pipes
qid ho could] not say to what extent the output
might be speeded up. Therm were times whet,
it gave promise of increasing rapidly; then
there would be a lull.

Does the Minister remember that?

The Minister for Works: I have heard
it several times.

Mr. MAY: The Minister stated that he
could not yield to pressure which said to
the Government, "Because you want more
coal, you must give us what we want in
other directions."

The Minister for Works: You made the
threat and we had a few friendly words
about it afterwards. The report does not
give the conversation word for word.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Who made the re-
port?

Mr. MAY: I think the Minister's own
stenographer made it. I want to point out
that the Government cannot have it both
ways. If there is to be an increased output
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of coal there must be increased facilities for
the miners. I am quite easy on the mat-
ter.

The Minister for Works: Then you have
nothing to complain about in that case.

'Mr. MAY: Yes, I have. I am complain-
ing that the Premier has asked for an in-
crease in the output of coal and thaE the
Minister for Works is not prepared to sup-
port him.

Hon. A. H. Pan ton: The Premier -will
have to discipline his Minister.

Mr. M.NAY: In reply to the interjection
by, the Minister for Lands, I wish to in-
form him that there is no trouble at Collie
so far as getting building permits is con-
cerned, but the granting of a permit does
not build a house.

The MAinister for Lands: That is the
point, as we all know.

Mr. MAY: People at Collie, after receiv-
ing permits, arc put on the same footing
aS regards material as are people in other
parts of the State. I know that the Gay-
ernnment says there is no trouble about ob-
taining permits at Collie. That is so, but
the trouble arises immediately the people
try to act on those permits.

The Minister for Lands: There are times
when you can get the material -but cannot
get the labour to do the work.

.1r. MAY: That may he so in some parts,
but we in Collie have not yet been in that
happy position.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The Housibg Com-
mission is putting men off.

The Minister for Lands: But those men
are still working in the industry.

Mr. MAY: I have already spoken of the
conditions under which 'the staff of the
Housing Commission works and something
should be done and done quickly to improve
them. We have an excellent staff of officers
who are prepared to do all in their power
to satisfy inquirers, and those employees
should be given consideration, both in the
matter of the miserly saaries they are being
paid and bhe conditions under which they
are asked to work.

Ii wish now to speak about secondary in-
dustries. I understand it is the intention
of the Government, when the time is oppor-
tune, to install a gasification plant at Col-
lie. This would be a very wise step. I

was glad to receive the assurance of the
Acting Premier, who is the Minister for
Industrial Development, that Collie will be
favourably considered when the time for
establishing the industry is opportune, but
I consider that the time is long overdue
and that action should be taken to install
such a plant at Collie wibh the object of
supplying the metriopolitan area.

The Minister for Lands: Do you think
we could get the requisite coal?

Mr. MAY: Not if the Minister had his
way. Possibly later on I shall say some-
thing on that point. Without doubt the
gasification of Collie coal is practicable,
and it only needs some effort on the part
of the Government to install a plant so that
the metropolitan area may be supplied with
gas from the source of the coal supply at
Collie.

I make no apology to the member for
Bunbury for saying that the steel industry
and, in fact any other heavy industry
should be located at Collie. I suggest that,
in 'the course of a few years, Collie will be
the industrial centre of the State-we have
all the facilities-and that when Collie be-
comes the largest town outside 'the, metro-
politan area, Bunrbury should be main-
tained as a pleasure resort.

Mr. Hegney: You should exclude Marble
Bar.

Mr. MAY: I hope I am not looking far
ahead in contemplating Bunbury, Busse]-
ton and Albany as pleasure resorts where
the people employed in many industries at
Collie and other places may go to recuper-
ate.

Son. T'. B. Sleenian:- I thought that the
steel industry was to be located at Fre-
mantle.

Mr. MAY: No, the hon. member is quite
wrong. There is a possibility in the near
future of Collie coal being transported to
the Goldfields and of the iron-ore deposits
at Southern Cross being- worked in con-
Junction with the steel industry. Collie
has many natural advantages to warrant
the establishment of such industries there,
and members will agree when I say that,
as a result of experience during the recent
wvar, no nation should establish all its in-
dus trie-s on the coast line, byecause of their
vulnerability to enemy attack. Further,
any heavy industry, if at all possible,
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should be located at the source of fuel and
water supplies, which do exist at Collie.

As to the railways, I doubt whether I
shall be able to tell the Minister anything
that is new. We have heard much about
the need for turning ships around speedily
in order that they might make as many
trips as possible and I suggest to the Mini-
later that the same thing applies to rail-
way rollingstock. If the Minister cared to
accompany me on the "Australind" on any
Saturday morning, I could point out trains
of various sorts, but mostly coal trains, held
up ~At sidings for the passenger train to
pass. There was never a more suitable time
or a more urgent need for the duplica-
tion of the line between Axrmadale and
Brunswick than the present. The cost of
train crews and the loss on idle rolling-
stock due to these delays must amount to
an enormous sum in the course of a year.
When we appreciate the number of trucks
being held up in various sidings, some-
times for hours, we must admit that the
duplication of that section of the line is
necessary.

The Minister for Railways: Automatic
signalling would overcome the difficulty if
we could get the appliances.

Mr. MAY: As to that, I cannot say. If
these delays could be eliminated, the rolling-
stock could make more trips and it would
be tantamount to making more of it avail-
able. Similar delays occur to traffic going
south. At many of the sidings, Takes of
trucks are held up to let passenger trains
pass and similar loss oaeurs there. The
time these trucks are delayed represents so
much loss of their service for hauling coal
and timber.

I now wish to give members an over-all
picture of the coalmining industry as it
is being carried on at present. In the Lieut.-
Governor's opening Speech legislation for
some form of control over the industry has
been foreshadowed, and I think it would be
wise to give the House some information
at this stage so that members may be bet-
ter able to deal with the measure when it
comes before us for consideration. If at
any time a member is sufficiently interested
to see the mines in operation, I shall be only
too glad to make arrangements for him to
visit Collie. I consider it to be the duty
of every member to make himself convers-

ant with every industry in the State, and
I believe there are members who have no
conception of the coal industry. In fact,
I shouil regard it as a favour if a party
of members expressed a wish to see the
industry operating, the conditions under
which the men work and the machinery
supplied to win the coal.

In 1913 the output of Collie coal was
313,818 tons and the number of men em-
ployed in the industry was 559. In 1947
the output was 730,706 tons and the num-
ber of men employed was 1,037. Thus the
output increased over the period by 416,888
tons and the nummber of men employed by
478. In 1931 there were 188 minor accidents
and 110 serious accidents in the industry,
and in 1948 the figures had risen to 627
minor ecidents and 281 serious accidents.
In the same period there were 17 fatal
accidents. Those figures show the danger-
ous nature of the industry and the need
for adopting all possible protective men-
surs

To convey an idea of the capacity of the
industry and its probable duration, let me
first refer to the Proprietary mine, one of
the oldest-established in the district. Its
weekly output is 5,000 to 6,000 tons and it
produces the best type of coal on the field.
The life of that mine at the present rate
of output is two years, though it would
probably last another 10 years at a much
reduced output. I want members to realise
particularly the position I em explaining
in view of the legislation we shall later be
called upon to consider. Between the Pro-
prietary mine and the Stockton mine to the
east, there is a coal seam that has not been
worked. Although it has been proved by
boring, no attempt has been made to work
it. It seems to me, and to most of us on
the coalfields, that at least some attempt
should be made to open up that seam, in
view of the condition of the Proprietary
mine at present.

Travelling eastward for another three or
four miles, we come to the Stockton mine.
The story of this mine is not so bad. Only
in recent years has it been opened, and it
has an output of 440 tons a day. Under
present, conditions, it is likely to carry on
for the next 20 years. There is another
seam at that mine which I understand has
not been worked but which could be worked
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with very little inconvenience, thus giving
the mine a much longer lease of life. But
the coal itself is not of particularly good
quality, although it is being used in the
present circumstances, and will continue to
be used. There is an open-cut at Stockton
which has been worked for a number of
years, and is reaching the stage where pro-
duction will not be possible.

Touching on open-cut coal, I consider
that wve should not for one moment regard
it as the solution of our coal supply prob-
lem. It is close to the surface and very
immature. It lends itself to becoming im-
pregnated with foreign mktter, such as
gravel and sand and anything that may be
on the surface. I have often listened to
criticism of enginedrivers when I have been
travellin g in trains, criticism due to the fact
that the trains have been running late.
Little did the publi know the conditions
under which the enginedrivers were work-
ing! One cannot expect to shovel gravel
into a furnace and get the same results as if
one shovelled in coal. The poor old public
do not know the circumstances; but that is
the position.

Even if open-cut coal were as good as
other coal we should use it only in a dire
emergency, because it is very limited in
quantity, and we never know when the
world wvill be plunged into another war,
with the result that there will be an urgent
demand for coal. If we allow open-cut coal
to be taken away at this stage, what will
happen in the future? Alter all is said and
done, there is no reason why this Govern-
ment or any Government should allow any
company to exploit all the open-c-at coal
that may be at our disposal, in order to
meet the present demand. We should give
more attention to controlling the industry
so that the development of the deep mines
takes place successively and continuously
rather than allow coal companies to work
open-cut propositions and so denude 'thi
State of coal that may be required in an
emergency in the event of another war.

I proceed from the Stockton to the CRY-
diff mine. I think thtat is the oldest mine
in the district working at the present time;
but it is not being worked from the seam.
Work is heing done from what is called
the "tops"; that is to say, coal which has
remained after extraction has been made
and the pillars have been left. This top

coal is now being mined and used. The
mine is producing 420 tons a day. Unless
some steps are taken with regard to future
development, the coal available will be fin-
ished in the next two or three years. But
there is another bottom seam there which
could be worked, provided somebody takes
an interest in it or the company is forced to
develop it. Unless that is done, the present
output will end in two or three years.

The Co-operative is the nearest mine to
the towvn of Collie and has been in existence
for many years. It is estimated that on
the present output of 350 tons, its life
will be two years. However, efforts
are being made to unwater another
area of this mine, which was previously
closed down because it contains siclerite.
The railways, at that time, would not use
sideritc coal; so this part of tile mine wats
closed down and became flooded. It has
not been touched since until recently, when
the company commenced to try to unwater
it with the idea of mixing that coal with
other coal so that production could be in-
creased. If that takes place, the Co-opera-
tive mine wvill last for many years, because
,there is plenty of coal there. So the out-
look of the Co-operative mine is not bad.

There is also on the lease attached to this
mine an area which is suitable for open-
,cut coal. It consists of about 180 square
chains and is what is known as Lease No.
253. It will probably yield 500,000 ton%
of coal. But once again I want to sound
the warning that this coal should be used(
only in case of a national emergency. That
area is within three-quarters of a mile of
the Allanson railway siding, which is not
used now on account of the mill there hav-
ing closed down; but the siding and all the
facilities r-emaia and coal would he remov-
able at a moment's notice. That concludes
my survey of the mines operated by Amal-
gamated Collieries.

I turn now to the Griffin Coal Mining
Co. The Griffin mine is producing about
360 tons a day. It is going to be difficult
to estimate the life of the mine, unless the
developmeat of the area known as the bot-
tom seam is proceeded with expeditiously.
That mine is in more or less the same posi-
tion as the others I have mentioned.
Development must take place; otherwise
production will suffer. A most peculiar
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feature of this mine is that nearly all the
coal is being taken from a lease held by
Amalgamated Collieries. The Griffin people
have gonie through their lease and taken
out the coal and proceeded into a tease vc-
cu 1)icd by Amalgamated Collieries. The
latter company has never operated this
lease; and yet the Griffin company, which
is the smaller of the two, is having to pay
a royalty of from 4d. to 41 2d. a ton to
Amalgamated Collieries for the coal worked
by the Griffin company. I do not know
how long that will be allowed to continue
or what power the Mines Department has
in that connection,' but it seems to me a
peculiar set-up that a company is permitted
to bold a tease it has not worked and re-
ceive up to 41/2d. a ton on coal mined from
it by another company. So far as I
am aware, it is taking the Griffin com-
pany all its timle to keep its head above
Water now, without having to pay royalties
to another company for extracting coal
from a lease which that company has not
attempted to work. I take it that that is
a problem for the Mines Department to
solve; but I think that in the interests of
the Griffin company, in view of the condi-
tion in which it finds itself, something
should be done about the matter.

Mr. Styants: 'Why does the Government
have to pay 5s. a ton more for its coal than
do private customers?

Air. MAY: If the Minister for Mines
were a member of this Chamber, he would
probably be able to tell the hon. nmember;
bitt, in view of the fact that the Govern-
ment hus seen fit to appoint as Minister
for Mines a member in another place, I
take it wve will not obtain that information.
The Griffin company has also another mine
called the Wyvern. That mine has this
peculiarity, that it is totally mechanised.
I think there are about 67 men working
in it for a daily output of 300 tons. I
understand that if the company could get
the necessary machinery to extend opera-
tions, the output would increase consider-
ably. That company is to be commended
on its enterprise in totally mechanising the
mine and I hope that as a result it will
derive some benefit. In addition, the corn-
pany is attempting to open up the Phoenix
mine, but at this early stage only four men
are working there. However, the opening

of the mine shows that the company is
willing, to the limit of its resources, to at-
tempt to increase output and develop its
mines on right lines so that a steady supply
may be maintained.

Mr. Marshall: Do they not have to pay
a royalty to Amalgamated Collieries?

Mr. MAY: The company will have to do
so once development is sufficient to take
it to the lease of Amalgamated Collieries.

Mir. Marshall: When they get into the
deep.

Air. MAY: That is right. I want to say
a word about open-cut sites. At a place
called Collie Burn, half-way between Collie
and Cardiff, there is an area of 40 chains by
10 chains, with an estimated quantity of
1,000,000 tons of coal, over which the rail-
way runs at present. There is no need to
cart the coal any distance because the rail-
way runs over where the open-cut would go,
and facilities could be provided at the sid-
ing for loading it. I ask members to take
particular notice of the open-cut sites that
I will 1 mention, so that later they will be
able to make their own comparisons in rela-
tion to another matter that I will raise.
Looking over the leases held by the various
coalmining companies at Collie 1 find that
'Amalgamated Collieries Ltd. holds 77
leases comprising an area of not less than
22,918 acres. Members can visualise the
area that that company has tied up in the
Collie district. The Ewington Coal Mining
Company has four lenses, representing
1,181 acres, but so far those leases have
not been worked and I 'do not think there
is any intention to work them. The Griffin
Company has six leases, representing 1,800
aeres an~d, against the area held by Amal-
gamated Collieries Ltd., that seems to me to
be all out of balance. I wonder what steps
the Mines Deptartment is likely to take to
even things up.

Mr. Hoar: None at all.

Mr. MAY: I come now to the much dis-
cussed Black Diamond leases, which are
situated five or six miles from Collie. I
understand that under the State Electricity
Act they were vested in the State Electricity
Commission in order that it might sup-
ply its own coal requirements and be
independent of any private company. I
am informed that before the leases were
handed hack to Amalgamated Collieries Ltd.
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the State Electricity Commission spent
about £4,000 on boring and proving that
land suitable for open-cut work. Now that
the leases have been handed back to the corn-
pany I wonder who is to foot that bill, and
whether the company will be expected to re-
fund the money involved. I would like that
question to be answered and I am sorry
there is no representative of the Mines Die-
partment present.

.Mr. Marshall. There is no representative
of the department anywhere except in Par-
liament.

Mr. MAY: It is unfortunate that I have
to discuss this matter while no representa-
tive of the Mines Department is present in
the Chamber.

The Honorary MXinister: Unfortunately
he was called out of the Chamber, but he
will be back again presently.

Mr. MAY: Last April the Government,
in its wisdom, decided to hand the Black
Diamond leases hack to Amalgamated Col-
lieries Ltd. As reported in "The West
Australian" of the 26th of April last, "the
'Minister for Mines said that the reason
why the leases had been handed back to
the company was that Amalgamated Col-
lieries Ltd. had the equipment necessary to
work the open-cut;, whereas the State
Electricity Commission had no equipment
with which to do the work. I tell the Gov-
ernment here and now that Amalgamated
Collieries Ltd. has never owned any equip-
ment for winnning coal from open-cuts. I
do not know why the Minister made that
statement, because all the open-out; mining
that has ever heen done at Collie has been
done by Bell Bros. and Wakelam Bros.,
who own all the equipment so far used for
such work on that field. As Amalga-
mated Collieries Ltd. do not possess the
necessary equipment I see no value in the
statement made by the Minister as an ex-
cuse for the handing back of the lease..

I also ask the Government -whether it
is a fact that when consideration was being
given -to the handing back of these leases
to the company the Government endeav-
oured to compromise with regard to the
leases being worked by the Griffin Com-
pany and owned by Amalgamated Collieries
Ltd., on which the Griffin Company is pay-
ing royalties. Did the Government say
to Amalgamated Collieries Ltd., "If you
are prepared to give those leases to the

Grifi Company we are prepared to give
you the Black Diamond leases?" Amal-
gamated Collieries Ltd. was n4aWant and
the Government subsequently gave in and
said, "Very well. You can have the Black
Diamond leases and retain those upon
which the Griffin Company is paying royal-
ties to you." That was a spineless attitude
for the Government to adopt. The idea be-
hind the attempted compromise was com-
mendable, hbat the eventual action of the
Government in giving way to Amalgamated
Collieries Ltd. proved the Government to
be spineless in dealing with this matter.

Mr. Hoar: Rt is in the pockets of Amal-
ganiated Collieries Ltd., anyway.

Mr. MAY: I am not suggesting such a
thing. In ''The West Australian" of the
7th May, 1046, the Minister for Mlines
shifted his ground and gave yet another
reason why the leases were handed back to
the company. He said his Government did
not believe in the socialisation of industry,
and that it found itself in the position of
having either to follow Labour's policy or
make provision for some other means of
opening up the lenses in order to obtain
much needed supplies of coal quickly, as
the Wallsend open-cut was nearing its end.

Mr. SPEAKER: I draw the hon. mem-
ber's attention tu the notice of motion al-
ready on the notice paper dealing with this
esubject. The hon. member must not antici-
pate the debate on that motion.

Mir. MAY:- Might I suggest that the
notice of motion, which I have perused care-
fully, deals only with the question of pro.
clueing certain files. I do not think it has
any bearing on the matter with which I
am dealing.

Mr. SPEAKER: Very well!

Mr. MAY: The Minister has said that
the Government does, not want to follow
Labour~s policy of isocialisation, but I sug-
gest that the Government is out of step
with the Liberal Party in Victoria and
South Australia. I amn surprised at this
as the branches of the party in the three
States seem to have been much in each
other's pockets up till now. The Govern-
ment -says, "We are not going to allow
a State instrumentality like the State
Electricity Commission to obtain its own
coal supplies. " The Government would
rather have a private company supply the
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life blood of that industry to tbe Commis-
sion than that the Commission should
have its own source of supply.

In Victoria the State Electricity Com-
mission has as an asset the Morwvell coal
field. it also owns the whole of the town-
ship arid the generating station. It owns
all of the transmission systems in Victoria,
including turbine stations on streams and
dam; and in my opinion rightly so. In
addition it has in the course of construc-
tion the Kiowa Valley hydro-electric works,
and has recently adopted, with Parlia-
mentary approval, a £53,000,000 works pro-
gramifne. How eon the Liberal Party Gov-
ernment in this State reconcile its action
with that taken by the Government of Vic-
toria? In South Australia, where there
is another Liberal Government, the Elec-
tricity Commission controls and owns the
Leigh Creek coalmines and has taken over
the whole of the assets of the Adelaide,
Electricity Supply Company Ltd. Nearly
all the electricity generation and transtuis-
sion systems in South Australia are now
controlled by the Cormniss~ion, including
those in all areas up to 100 miles from the
capital city. The Commission is develop-
ing a generating station at Osborne and
sub-lpower stations as far aflddt as Port
Pirie. The capital value of the assets of
the Commission in South Australia amounts
to about £10,000,000.

Is thev handing of the Black Diamond
leases to our State Electricity Commission
ainy more socialisation of industry than
what is being done in South Australia and
Victoria? Of course it is not! At a public
meeting held at Collie on the 0th May last
the Minister gave yet another reasonfr
the handing back of the leases, anid said
that the Government had found that the
leases were held under freehold by Amal-
gamnated Collcries Itd., and that had the
Government worked them it would have had
to pay the company a considerable sum. and
wouldi have been involved in a big legal
action. He said that the company's claim
would have exceeded £100,000 and tho
Government would have had to pay a fair
price for the leases, whatever happened.'
He has therefore given three separate rea-
sons why the Government saw fit to hand
the leases back to the company. I do not
believe any of those three explanations given
iby the Minister to be the real reason why the
leases were handed bark.

[a3i

Mr. Graham: Can you not think of some
possible reason?

Mr. MAY: I would like to know what
the Minister for Works was doing, as I1
understand he is the Minister in charge of
the State Electricity Commission. Why did
he permit his Government to hand back
those leases, and allow coal, which is the
life blood of the State Electricity Commis-
sion, to be taken away and given to a
private company, so that the Commission is
now useless? As for the supply of coal, it
has to depend upon a private company.
My belief is that there is another and much
more sinister reason why the leases were
handed over to Amalgamated Collieries. I
hav& hecard references to it in many place
and by ninny people. Certainly it is a most
signifleant; fact that Air. Downing who,
I understand, is a substantial shareholder
in Amalgamated Collieries aind is the
mouthpiece of that concern, is also the
president of the Liberal League in this
State. While I am not prepared to draw
any conclusions from that, many have been
drawn and have been mentioned to me.

Hoit. A. A. M1. Coverley: Is it suggested
that he is the nigger in the woodpile?

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Or in the coal
heap!

MIr. M1AY: He is certainly interested in
this matter, and that is a very dangerous
position for such a man to be in. I am
not suggesting anything. I know Mr.
Downing- and, as far as I am aware, he is
a perfectly decent, reputable citizen. How-
ever, he has placed himself in a position
that enables people to suggest that, due to
his influence as president of the Liberal
League and as the mouthpiece of Amalga-
nate6. Collieries, the Government acqui-
esced in handing hack the Black Diamond
leases to Amalgamated Collieries. I do not
know to what extent that applies, and I
hope it does not apply to any degree at all.
The fact remains that, quite rightly, the
inference has been drawn that the official
position of that gentleman helped materially.

Mr. Marshall: Does any member of the
Govc:nment hold shares in Amalgamated
ollieries, that you know of?

Mr. MAY: How could one find out?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MAY: We know that when one goes
to the counter at the company's office to
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make inquiries, the share list is produced, not equipped to work the leases. I put it to
but that does not mean a thing. It may
show so many shares held in the name of a
certain person, but that individual need not
hold them at all. If the member for Mur-
chison can find out whiat he wants, he is
a better man than I am.

Mr. Wild: Would the Black Diamond
leases provide sufficient coal to maintain the
operations of the Electricity Commission?

Mr. MAY: That question was gone into
long before the leases were given to the
State Electricity Commission. I do not say
that the leases would provide the coal re-
quired for ever and a day.

The Acting Premier: Are you sure the
leases were ever given to the State Elec-
tricity Commission?

Mr. MAY: They would certainly Mai n-
tain the operations of the Electricity Comn-
mission for many years to come.

The Acting Premier: But are you sure
they were ever given to the Commission?7

Mr. MvAY: To date, the file has not been
produced and therefore I cannot say.

The Acting Premier: But you keep on
saying that they were.

Mr. MAY: In the absence of any evidence
to the contrary it would appear so.

Hon. A. A. Al. Coveiley: The 'Minister
for Mines said they had been, because he
gave reasons why they had been given back
to Amalgamated Colleries. He gave many
reasons for it.

Mr. MAY: There may be particular
reasons wvhy the file has not been presented
to the House, but I would be glad to learn
that the leases did not belong to the State
Electricity Commission. I would also be
glad to know that the Government did not
hand them back from the Commission to

Aagamnated Collieries. I shall certainyh
glad to know that the statements made are
not true.

Mr. Marshall: It woflid be interesting to
knowv why Amalgamated Collieries allowed
the State Electricity Commission to trespass
on their leases-if they did not belong to
the State Electricity Commission!

Mr. Styants: And why the Minister had
all those excuses to make for handing them
back to the company.

IMr. MAY: The Minister for Mines said
that the State Electricity Commission was

the Government: Is it not a fact that at the
time the leases were banded back to Amal-
gamated Collieries, the State Electricity
Commission was at that very moment negoti-
ating with Bell Brothers for the opening up
of the leases on behalf of the Commission?
I would like some information on that point.
That may not be a fact, and so far I have
been unable either to prove or disprove the
statement, particularly as the file has not
been produced to the House. There is no
real reason why the leases should have been
handed back to Amalgamated Collieries, be-
cause I have already given members parti-
culars of instances where open-cut coal is
available.

Then again, in order to get the coal to
where it has to he screened at the Co-
operative mine, it has to be carted four or
five miles from the open-cut, and that is not
a payable proposition. Close to the Black
Diamond leases there is a railway siding and,
according to Collie mining engineers, to put
in a portable screen close to the siding, at
a cost of between £4,000 and £5,000, would
be quite a simple matter. If that wvere. dIone,
it would obviate hauling the coal four or
five miles to the Co-operative mine for
screening. Another point is that the coat
has to be carted over the Bunbury-Wagin
road, which is a main road. It is in very
good condition at present, and I know what
will happen to the road surface when the
heavily-laden trucks pass over it. The road,
which is hitumninised, will be cut to ribbons.
We have already hand experience in that
regard with trucks from the Wailsend Cut.

It will be a crying shame if the Govern-
ment allows thle coal to be transported over
that main road, which wvill inevitably be cut
up. There is, no necessity for it. A port-
able screening plant could be used in connec-
tion with any open-cut wherever it might be
opened lip. With regard -to the Scottish
lease at Collie Burn, the railway runs right
over the open-cut where coal will be pro-
duced.* Why it was necessary to take these
leases from the State Electricity Commission
and hand them back to Amalgamated Col-
lieries,' I cannot understand. I believe the
leases at Collie Burn are under the control
of the 'Mines Department and are not owned
privately, nor are they available for owner-
ship by any company.
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There was no reason at all why the Gov-
ernment should have given the leases back to
Amalgamated Collieries, If that were the
only feasible open-cut proposition, I could
understand it; but there are the Collie Burn,
the Cardiff, and the Co-operative leases.
Not one of those sites is being worked. In
the circumstances, the last thing that should
have happened should have been the hand-
ing back of these leases from the State Elec-
tricity Commission to Amialganmated Col-
lieries. What was the reason for that
action? There must have been some reason,
but surely not those stated by the Minister
for MXines. I hope that when the file is pro-
duced, the reason will be disclosed.

Let us see -what the Royal Commissioner,
Mr. Gibson, had to say regarding the Collie
coal industry. As a matter of fact, much of
his comment was in support of conclusions
arrived at by an earlier comnmissioner,! Mr.
Wallwork. In that respect it is maost inter-
eating to note what MUr. Gibson had to say.
On page 1 of his second interim report on
the supply of local coat to the Government
railways, Mr-. Gibson said-

The Collie coal field therefore is of funda-
mental importance to the welfare and the in-
dustrial growth of the State, and its develop-
ment on sound lines is a matter of urpont
consideration in view of the increasing demands
that will be miade for coal inl the very near
future.

The importance of these fields has been re-
cognised over many years and there hare beeii
Commissions inquiring into the coalmnining in-
dustry on various occasions since 1904, and
these reports have been made by men expert
and knowledgeable in the matter. Invariably
the reports have recomnnended that steps should
be taken. to ensure the full and proper develop-
ment of this important asset to the State's
economy, but in the main, the action taken
has been, if not negligible, very nearly so.

Mir. Marshall: And then the Government
hands back the leases to the company that
has worked them so badly!

Mr. MAY: On the next page of his re-
port, Mr. Gibson, whLo was referring to his
visit to Collie in connection with certain
railway inspections, said-

I was on this occasion concerned at the
nature and condition of the surface equipment
and of the general lack of amenities and order
at the pit tops.

On page 3 of his report the Commissioner
said:-

I again visited Collie for the purpose of
discussing with the executives of the various

unions concerned with production what could
be done to increase very materially the rate
of production (luring the limited period before
the holidays commenced.

He was referring to the period just before
the last Christmas holidays. He con tin-
ued:-

In those discussions I gained a very clear
insight into the many problems affecting pro-
duction. from the point of view of the mine
workers, -and my already strong convictions as
to the necessity for prompt action being re-
quired to place the field on a proper pro-
ductive and developmental basis wvere further
confirmed.

I hope- members will take partic~ular notice
of these extracts because later on they are
to give consideration to legislation dealing
with these matters. On the next page of his
report. Mr. Gibson stated:

Mr. Wallwork in his report examined the
respective matters of supply and demand and
his cconclusions that demand would overtake
.the lpresent prospects of supply is borne out
by the evidence put before me by the Chairman
of the State Electricity Coinmissidal, Mr. R.
J. Dumas and Mr. P. C. Raynur, personal as-
sistant to the Commissioner of Railways.,
Indeed Mr. Dumas estimated that the present
indications were that in 1950 there would be
a deficiency in supply of about s0o,oaa tons,
it being borne in mind that by this date the
open cuts at Wailsend and Stockton, which had
been d1eveloped as emergency measures, would
be no longer in production.

On page 7 of the report Mir. Gibson dealt
with the value to this State of Collie coal
as against Newcastle coal, and said :

The immediate value of the coal to the State
in teinis of money perhaps can be expressed
bY the coumparison of the heat value of C ollie
coal a nil an average New South Wales ''New-
castle"' coal landed ait Fremantle.

At the present time the railways pay
23s. 9 d-. per ton at the mine for Collie coal.
Freight to Fremnantle is approximately 12s.
per ton, making a total price of approximately
36s. per ton at Fremantle. ''Newcastle'' coal
costs landed Fremnantla 55is. 9d. per ton, Taking
the Collie coal at 9,500 B.T.Us9. per tb., and the

"Newvcastle" coal at 12,500 .T.Us. per lb., a
fair comparison, the comparative value of Collie
coal would be 42s. 5d., which gives a margin
in favour of Collie coal at 6s. 5d. per ton.
This floes not take into account the recent rise
of 5s. per ton on ''Newcastle"' coal or the
recen. increase in freight rates to this State.
It can. be seen, therefore, that looking at the
value of the coal to the State, there is a margin
ample enoagh to provide for the -proper de-
velopment of the field as outlined in Mr. Wall-
work's report and the provision uf the social
and working amenities which are at present
so sadly lacking.
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On page 11, Mr. Gibson has this to say-
Mr. Johnson, the general manager of Amnal-

gamated Collieries1 stated in evidence that the
more coal they produce the less profit they
obtained and under the contract there would
appear to be no incentive to the companies to
produce more coal efficiently at a lower price.
It is my opinion that the State is paying more
for the coal that it uses than woul d be the
case if the mines were efficently worked and
sufficiently capitalised to ensure full meehanisa.
tion.

In his summing up, the Commissioner has
this to say in regard to the obligations of
the inidustry to the Stat-

I think it can he assumed that any industry
which is given the opportunity of earning pro-
fits from concessions specially granted to it by
the Mtato has a res9ponsihility to the State to
see that its operations are such as to fully
Meet its obligations int Order to justify the
concessions it may receive, anid to develop and
use its asset for the economic benefit of the
community.

Mr. Waliwork came to the following general
conclusions-

The finings whichi stand out in sharp relief
as the result of inspections and inquiries made
mince I enteredl on this Commission in March,
1940, are as follows:-

A. We in the State of Western Aus-
tralia possess an immensely valuable national
asset conlsisting of the vast resources of
easily won cald deposited by nature within
c-onvenient reach of our centres of popula-
tion al( likely centres of industry.

Mr. Gibs;on -,aid in reply, "With regard to
thisi there is no need to comment."

Bi. The coalmining companies have failed,
in spite of the -resources! ait their disposal
to meet the fuel requirements of industry
in quantity, quality or grade and still con-
tinuo to do so.

To this Mr. Gibson said, "With this 1
also agree."

C. The conaining industry should not
he allowed to drift along without or out of
control as it did in the years 1943-45,

Mfr. Gibson said, "With this I also agree.")
D. Production and marketing of coal

should be subject to the direct supervision
of a statutory board or commission.

MAr. Gibson said, "I agree in principle and
will deal with the matter later:'

E. The supervising authority should con-
centrate on 100 per cent. extraction and 100
per cent. use of coal seams worked whether
high or low grade.

Mr. Gibson said, "I agree in principle and
will deal with the matter later."

F. Working methods andI conditions naso-
ciated with coalmining in Western Australia
should be madec congenial so us to attract
and retain workers in the industry.

.Mr. Gibson said, "With this I agree."
G-. All unworlied coalmines or coal de-

posits should remain vested or be rerested
in the State for the benefit of industry as a
'whole.

Mr. G3ibson said, "With this I agree."
U. When the increasing demand for coal

makes it necessary, coail-bearing areas now
unworked should be worked by State in.
strumentalities for their own use or for the
uso of industry or by industries or groups
of industry for their own use.

Mr. Gibson said, "With this I agree in
principle and will make suggestions later."
Evidently this Government does not agree
with that.

1. So little detail is known about our
coal resources, their extent, or their fuel
uses, that there is a vital need for extensive
researchl.

Mr. Gibson said, "I agree."
J. On account of the considerable and

apparently permanent increases in the cost
of machinery, equipment, supplies and wages
in the coalmining industry, coal prices may
be reduced only by an increase in production
parallel with expenditure.

Evidently the general manager of the Amal-
gamated Collieries does not agree with that.
Mr. Gibson said-

I agree in general, but consider that in spite
of the increased cost of equipinwn-t, machinery,
supplies and wages, coal production can be in-
creased and prices reduced by efficient org-anisa-
tion, modern equipment and methods.

Finll, M r. Gibsun said-
The industry is much under-capitalised and,

to place it oil a footing which will ensure thait
thle field is systemantically exainedt and dt-
veloped, together with the provision of the
necessary equipment for full mnechianisedl pro-
duction, and the provision of social and
workers' amenities which are recogisied as a
requirement of modern industry, would involve
very considerable expenditure, but without this4
expenditure, prices will increakse and the Pre-
sent uncertainty with. regard to supplies and
quality of coal will remain. It is the obliga-
tion of the company to carry out the miatters
mentioned above and in my opinion thle failure
to meet this obligation would justify extreme
measures with regard to the cancellation of the
leases at present held by the company, and
the effective control of the industry by the
Stato through an independent business organi-
sation.

Mlight I suggest that up to date the action
of this Government in -regard to the uoal-
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mining industry has been completely out of
step so far as Mr. Gibson's report is con-
cerned.

I desire to say a few words in regard to
the men working in the industry. I take
this view, that the company or companies
interested in coalmining at Collie are quite
capable of looking after themselves. The
average Collie miner is not interested in
strikes; he is the last person in the world to
(lesire any trouble. Most of these men hay0
been born and bred in Collie and have been
brought up with the industry. They are
perfectly satisfied to go to work. and do
their daily job, which is to produce the
amount of coal they are expected to pro-
duce, and then go home to their families in
the evening. That is the life of the average
miner at Collie.

I know that in any community a few men
will be found at some time or other who
desire to disturb the peace; but, takingr the
Collie coalminers as a whole, they are a
good living, decent section of the community.
Their desire is to avoid trouble. They spend
most of their lives in darkness; because,
when all is said and done, a man who works
below the surface does not see many hours
of daylight. He may have one or one and
a half hours' daylight in the morning and
on~e hour when he ceases work. Not only
does he spend most of his time unader-
ground, but he is in constant danger, as
those acquainted with the industry know.
The occupation is not a congenial one, and
is very distasteful in ninny ways. The
miners at Collie hold a record of which they
and the State may well be proud. The
Government has not at any time had to face
the difficulties of continuity of supplies of
coal that have occurred in the Eastern
States.

I put up this plea for these men, that at
any time when there appears likely to be a
dispute, I want members-and the Press
also-to reflect that there are two sides to a
picture, and so far as the miner is con-
cerned his is a very human side. If a life
is to be lost, it is his life. If there is likely
to be a dispute, every step should be taken
to see that both sides of the ease are fully
put forward. I strongly object, after a
dispute has taken place and one side
eventually has to give in, to reading in the
morning or afternoon paper that "So-and-
so has had a win." That is most distasteful
to me. One side has been broadminded

enough to give way and say, "We are in
the wrong." Therefore, it is not right for
any publication to say that either the comn-
pany or the men had a win. It is not a
question of a win at all. It is a question of
commnonsense. I make this plea, that when
there is a dispute, try to let us be fair-
minded in our criticism. I make a similar
appeal to the Press. I support the motion.

Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. MURRAY (Bunbury) [7.30]: 1
intend to confine myself to that portion of
the Lieut.-Governor's speech which states-

Improvements to Bunbury Harbour have been
ceonced. An order has been placed for a
suction dredge to undertake improvements to
Albany Harbour.

If the present rate of improvements to
Bunbury Harbour is continued, we can ex-
pect that item to be in the Governor's
Speech for the next 10 or 15 years. Before
resuming, my seat, I hope to prove to the
House there has been little or no sincerity
on the Part of the Government in connec-
tion with the Hunbury harbour development
scheme since the change of control.

Mr. Needham: That is square talking.

Mr. MURRAY: In October, 1946, I had
the pleasure of listening to the then Min-
ister for Works, the member for Northam,
outline this scheme in Bininhury. It was
perfectly evident, from his remarks, that
the major problem was considered to be the
silting. On looking at the plan, it was
seen that it wvas dealt with very effluiently,
both by the extension of a spur on the
breakwater, and a cut to be put in above
Turkey Point. The then Minister sug-
gested that the plan was an eight-year one
and that his Government intended to go right
ahead with it, as it was satisfied that the
departmental engineers, Mr. Stevenson-
Young plus Mr. Dlumas, had brought out
an efficient harbour development scheme for
Bunbury.

We had in the State at that time a gentle-
man 'jy the name of Mr. Tydeman. The
previous Government intended that his ser-
vices should be engaged for two years, and
they, were to be utilised, in connection with
Bunbutry' harbour, on supervising the work.
from time to time. But we find, with the
change of Government, that there has been
a chcrnge of approach to this important
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work, and Bunbury itself was shocked when
the Minister for Works, in July, 1947, sug,-
gested, after two months in office, that he
had just heard about this scheme. During
the year I have tried to tie the Minister
and the Government down to just what they
intend to do in relation to the port of Bun-
bury. Members may recall that in Augusqt
last year I asked the following questios:-

In view of the decision by the previous Cabi-
net on the 7th October, 1946, !in regard to a
major scheme for Baunbury Harbour develop-
went and associate works:

(1) Does he intend to fully carry out this
plan?9

(3) Has the plan been submitted to Col.
Tydenman, as promised by the previous Minis-
ter for Works and later by himnself?

The Minister's answers to these two ques,-
tions were-

(1) Subject to Mr. Tydeman's reviewv, yes.

(3) Yes.

In other words, the plan had beeni sub-
mitted to Col. Tydeman. I am not satin-
ScIta now that the plan has been submitted
to that gentleman. Tn order to prove my
sngge~tion of lack of sincerity on the pat
of the Government, I intend to read sonic
correspondence in connection with this mat-
ter. The letters I propose to read have, t
might say, been published in the Press, so
there is nothing off the record about theru.
The one f am about to quote is sig-ned by
the Premier himself, and is dated the Ott
January, 1948, and is as follows:-

I have pleasure in advising you that I have,
on behalf of the Government, approved of the
expenditure of approximately £S46,000 on m
provcinents to the Bunbury Harbour.

The nature of the work that will be carried
out in the contemplated improvements is the
re-opening of Roelands Quarry to enable the
stone for the necessary work to be obtained and
the provision of accommnodation for workmen
and reconditioning of the railway rollingstock
and the railway line into tme quarry.

It is proposed to undertake the construction
of groynes on the existing Runbury break-
water to prevent drift sand from the south
which at present works along the existing face
and accumulates at the head of the groyne.
The plauns also provide for the extension of the
existing sand groyne which line proved so ef-
fective on the eastern shores of the bay. It is
anticipated that this work will be put in hand
as soon as materials and manpower become
available.

Provision is also made for the diversion from
the harbour itself of the waters emptying into

the estuary from the Preston, Collie, Ferguson
and Brunswick Rivers.

It is proposed to construct a bar across the
estuary near Mill Point and to open the estuary
to the sea immediately north of Turkey Point.
Preliminary wvorkc on both these itemis will pro-
ceed as soon as the dredge reaches completion.

The machinery for a rock-breaking dredge
has been received from Tasmania and it hull
on which the equipument will be assembled hase
been purchased from the Navy and the work of
titting out this dredge has already been put
in hand.

Considerable delay has beemi experienced in
obtaining material and equipment, particularly
locomotives from Darwin, but it is anticipated
that these locomotives will be ready for use
in three months,

Mr. Marshall : Did you say, locomotives
from Darwin?

Mr. MURRAY: Yes.
Mr. Marshall: Have a look at them. I

did a month or so ago-
M.Nr. MURRAY: Let us analyse the posi-

tion. The first statement here is that
£46,000 is to he spent on improvements to
Banbury harbour. That sounds all right,
but if the Premier had said that £36,000
wvas intended to hoa spent on a rock-break-
ing dredge, and £10,000 on Bunbury har-
bour, be would at least have clarificd the
picture for the people. Those are the facts.
The rock-breaking dredge mentioned in the
letter, which was to absorb £30,000 of this
amount, is in the second phase of the Bun-
bury development plan. I am glad the
member for Northani is now taking his
seat, because he wvill know that what I am
saying is correct. This rock-breaking
dredge is to be used to provide berths with
:32 ft. 6 in. of wvater. At present we do
not need 32 it. 6 in.; if we get 2-7 ft. 0 in.
we wvill be very pleased.

In another paragraph the Premier states,
"'Preliminary work on both these items
will proceed as soon as the dredge reaches
completion. " This rock-breaking dredge
is not required for the cut above Turkey
Point. Neither is it going to be used on
the extension to the groynes. I do not
blame the Premier for this, as it is outside
his department, but I wvould say the depart-
mental officer wvho compiled the minutes
from which the letter was written, laid
himself out to confuse the people, if not
deliberately deceive them. While trying to
find out whether the Government intended
to go on seriously with the Bunbury har-
hour, I have had several conversations
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with the Minister, and I have received
some letters from him. I shall read two of
them, and then perhaps go on with some
mare comment. On the 5th February, 1946,
the Minister wrote as follows:-

In furtherance of certain talks regarding
harbour matters, may I advise that Mr. Tyde-
man will be so closely engaged on llannlising his
report on the Fremntle Harbour and several
other matters which have been referred to him,
that his complete report on the Bunhury Har-
bour will not be available for some time yet.
That was subsequent to -the Minister's hav-
ing stated. in reply to my question last
August that the plan had been referred to
Col. Tydeinan. His letter continues-

I may further advise that Mr. Tydemian has
indicated his agreement with Mir. Stevenson
Young as to the necessity for the cut from
the estuary to the sea and that this work is
regarded by the department as having a re-
latively high priority in relation to the whole
s6cme for the development of Bunbury Har-
bour.

You. understand, I think, that there are
serious staff shortages in this department,
which means that the design for the cut-whicht
is a complicated engineering matter-although
not in hand yet, will he commenced immediately
a draftsman becomes available for that type of
work.

The main item in that letter are that Col.
Tydemian was still not considering the
furtherance of the Bunbury harbour

shmand that the lack of draftsmen was,
the hold-up in connection with the cut
above Turkey Point and the complicated
engineering design required. That is as-
tounding to me, because when we look at
the plan for the Bunhury harbour develop-
mient, we find it is dated 1941. There is
some excuse for the plan having been
shelved from 1941 to 1946-war yers-
because there were no men or materials
available then to carry it out. But it is
astounding to learn that from 1946, when
the then Minister for Works e-plained the
whole scheme and suggested it had by then
gt beyond the scope of politics and was

smtigwhich could be looked forward
to in the course of eight, years-a reason-
able time-until this stage, nothing has
been done about the cut above Turkey
Point.

Hon. A. A. 24. Coverley: It appears that
the present Minister is still fighting his way
out of the cobwebs. He is still tangled up.

'Mr. MURRAY: To get back to the ques-
tion of the locomotives brought from Darwin,
I have a letter which touches on these points.

It is a nother astounding piece of govern-
mental bungling. We can realise through
the seriouts position with regard to our own
railways that the Railway Department
might have been diffident about handing
two locomotives over to the Public Works
Department. One of these locomotives was
to he used on the Roelands quarry and one
on tho Bunbury breakwater, That was the
reason for the decision to bring them from
Darwin. They arrived for refit at the State
Engineering Works, Fremantle, minus such
things as tube plates. Members who know
anything about locomotives, will realise what
a state of affairs that is. This is how the
letter reads-

Since receipt of your letter of the 0th inst.
investigations have been made into your com-
plaints regarding the slow availability of cer-
tainl locomotives to be used on the Bunbury
Harbour Works. I have to admit there are
grounds for your statement that substantial
delay has occurred.

The Premier in his letter suggested they
-would be ready in three months. One loco-
motive arrived in Bunbury and the
first load of stone was delivered on the 9th
May, 1948. This, after the plan had been
visualised in 19461l It was thought that it
wvould be a three months' job and the first
locomolive was not delivered until May and
the second in June. In reply to my efforts
in trying to tie the Minister down he said, in
1947, the position would be discussed or pre-
sented to 'Mr. Tydeinan, and Bunbury would
have to 'he satisfied with whatever 'Mr. Tyde-
man said. That was in the text. Mr. Tyde-
manl wvas the final decidingr factor with re-
gard to the Bunbury harbour development.

This is aL letter in reply to one of mine on
the 21st May. It is signed by the Under
Secretary for Works, and states-

On the 21st ultimo you submitted to the
Ron, Minister two letters in which you asked
-firstly, when the report on Bunbury Harbour
by Mr. Tydemn is likely to be available,
second'y, as to progress of the design for the
cut at Turkey Point, and thirdly, what steps
have been taken in the obtaining of power
barges in conjunction with dredging operations
in Bunbury Harbour.

I a directed in reply to advise you that,
in the first place, on the inntter of the report
onl nbury Harbour development, Mr. Tyde-
mant has expressed concurrence in the general
outline: of the scemere, and work is proceeding.
It is proceeding, bitt so slowly that one
scarcely knows it is going along at all. The
letter continues-
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However, this officer is concentrating on the
completion of his report on the development of
tile port of Fremantle, and when this is final-
ised lie will give closer attention to the drafting
of his report on Bunhury Harbour, in con-
nection with which hie has already collated a
large amount of relevant information.

'Re cut at Turkey Point, further surveys are
now in band to locate the best site.

In the previous letter, the 'Minister said the
oniy thing worrying the Government about
the cut at Turkey Point was a draftsman.
Now it has been decided that a new survey
must he made.

lion. A, H, Panton: Imagine what is
going to happen at Albany!

Mr. M1URRAY: I will not say that the
contents of these letters are lies but I will
say that the statements have been made with
deliberate intent to deceive, and there is not
very much difference.

Mr. SPEAKER: T hope the hon. member
is not accusingm the iMinister.

The Minister for Works: I am not com-
plain ing.

Mr. MU11RRAY: T would not do that, but
the letter is over the signature of the
Minister, le states that Mr. Tydeman is
busyi with the port of Fremantle. On top of
that, we find iii a copy of "The West Aus-
tralian" of Tuesday, the 3rd August, the
following heading :-BgH ruScee
Long-range Plan for Albany," and by none
other than Mr. Tydeman. He is not busy
on Fremiantle. lie is busy in Albany, and
that is the whole explanation for the change
of outlook towards the Bunbury Harbour
development.

Hon. J. B. Sleenwn: Trying to manke Al-
bany safe.

M1r. Hill: -Mr. Tydernan was down there
and the report was muade in February.

31r. MURRAY: The member for Al-
bany states that he had Mr. Tydeman down
there and that his report was completed in
February. We in Bunbury have been try-
ing to g-et something which has been prom-
ised sine August, 1947.I

Mr. May: You have not the right tech-
nique.

Mr. 'MUJRRAY: r do not think I have,
but I will explain the technique shortly.
Whether it is my technique or somebody
else's techiqiie that is wrong, I do not
know. I would suggest that this change of

front and of priority between Bunibury and
Albany did not come about because of any
logical debate by the member for Albany
nor by the introduction of any new evi-
dence..

Mr. H U: What about the Royal Com-
mission's report on outportsl

'Mr. MKURRAY: I am not worrying about
that. The member for North-East Fre-
mantle suggested by way of interjection
some time ago when the member for Al-
bany was speaking, that the trouble wus;
vested interests. Ile suggested that the
shipping companies were not interested in
Albany and that was what was stopping
the development. During his speech the
member for Albany commented at some
length and quoted from somebody's disser-
tation, and stressed all the evils that could
occur because of political wirepulling. I
would suggest that he had a change of
f ront.

Hon. A. A. 1. Coverley: Ile has learnt
the art.

Mr. 'MURRAY: The vested interests are
to a large degree the landholders and others%
throughout the lower Chreat Southern. They
must benefit from this harbour whether it
he an asset to the State or not. They must
get a rake-off from the development. The
political wirepuilling comes fromn a body
known as the Lower Great Southern Dev-
elopment Council plus the Great Southern
Regional Committee set up by the present
Government. Just who arc the members of
it?

lion. .3. B. Sleeman: The M1inister is sit-
ting tip 21ow.

Mr. 'MURRAY: 'Mr. Dumnas is the ehair-
man and Mr. Ferniei is the vice-chairman.
Nobody would take exception to that set-up
because those two gentlemen are reasonable,
hut what other members do we find on the
committee? I ask the House to listen to
what the Minister saysg. This is a -report
from "The West Australian" of the Min-
ister's speech on the 7th September.

Mr. 'May: Which Minister?

Mr. MIURRAY: The Minister for Works.
He said-

In order to makce the committee's work mnore
effective a11( so tAt it might feel it hA the
full support of the Government a Qabinet sub-
committee--
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A Cabinet sub-commlittee! The report con-
tinues--
-consisting of the Deputy rrenmier, the Minis-
Ter for Lands, the Assistant IMinister for Agri-
culture -and himself would be appointed to
confer with the committee and act as a liaison
between it and the full Cabinet.

With such a set-up I doubt whether Bun-
bury and the South-West will ever be oper-
ating at all.

The Minister foe Works: I suppose you
will recall that I said with respect to Ger-
aldton and again with respect to Bunbury,
that the Government was quite preparend to
have similar committees. There is nothing
wrong with that. That is fair play.

Mr, MURRAY: With a ministerial sub-
committee' How is the Minister going to
work it? He is being ridiculous. When
this Great Southern Regional Developmient
Committee was formed I suggested it wus
aimned at loadin the dice against Bunhury
and the South-West generally, but I was
told that that was not the purpose
of the committee, but that it was to see,
that this very much ne(glected portion of
the State got its fair share of development.'
I have yet to prove to myself that the pur-
pose was not to load the dice against Ban-
bury and the South-West generally.

H~on. J. B. Sleeman: Come across to this
side and show your disapproval.

,Mr. 'MURRAY: hi making these remarks
T trust the House does not consider it to
be an attack against the development of
the lower Great Southern. That is not my
reason at all. I object to the priority that
has now been shown under this scemie for
Albany development over Bunhury whien
had already established a prior claim for
the work. It was supposed to be an eight-
year plan orgi-nally but in the Tydemiau
report for Albany it is stated in effect that
Mr.' Tydeman could not see any reason why'
the job should not be completed by 1954-
a matter of six years.

I suggest that there has been no fresh
evidence brought forward to support this
change of front towards Albany and I in-
tend to refer to the Tydeman report which
I think tnbstantiates to some degree my
claim. The report in "The 'West Austra-
lian" states-

Growth of port trade could be assisted by
regular shipping, wihitl would necessitate a

subsidy to State shipping, and] by improve-
nients to hinterland railway facilities and to
existing inefficient port facilities.

Anl effort should be made to laduLce such pro-
duce a.s cattle, fat lambs, fruit, wool and wheat,
now railed nut of the hinterland to Frenmantle
and Bunbury, to flow to Albany, and for general
cargo now railed intn the urea from Fremntle
to be landed at Albany.

An improvement in wheat export could be
made by equipping the p~ort now with temporary
tbulit handling facilities, 'Mr. Tydlenan said.
The provision of a superphnsphatte works would
also improve exports. N.either of these two
suggested undertakings u-ne a, business pro-
position from. its own standpoint-some form
of subsidy would be reqired-but they would
assist materially in reviving and justifying the
port'Is existence.

Subsidies again! I do not know the opin-
ion of members, but I would say that Bun-
bury and the district generally have been
badly let down by the present Government
in the mnatter of harbour development
work.

I hope that the Governmenlt is fully con-
scions of its responsibility to the South-
West in relation to granting assistance in
the shape of machinery to bring into
greater production the farmas that arc al-
ready established but are producing from
probably only one-third of their area. It
was fully borne out by the report of the
British Food Mission that, on these farms
already established, to a large degree, Gov-
ernment assistance could best he utilised,
because it would give an almost immediate
return for any work, rather than on any
schemne of clearing virgin land and the
placing- of new settlers.

Througrhout the South-West there is need
for buliLzers and heavy tractors to in-
crease the productive area of established,
farmis. 'When I manke this statement, I do
riot mean bulldozers and tractors as oper-
ated by the Public. Works Department, for
the experience has been that these machines
at best have been worked approximately
316 hour. a week, whereas, when they are in
private hands, they are worked, not round
the clock bul. almost so. When one sees
wvork done by a private contractor as

agwainist that done by the Public Works De-
partmnent, one agrees that the private con-
tractor leads all the way.

I fee' that the timec has arrived when
the Government should throw open for pri-
vate tender many of the works now being
uindertaken by the department. If this
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policy were given effect to: some of the
present wvasteful expenditure would be
eliminated. When I say that the time has
comne for this to be done, I am probably
incorrect, because the time came when there
was a change of Government. The ill ef-
feet that comes of putting into operation
the policy of the Government is agitating
the minds of various peoplL. I refer to the-
reduction of day work by the Public Works
Department. Had the Government carried
out the policy on which it received a man-
date from the people at the election in
March of last year, this question would
not have cropped up, and there would have
been an immediate shortening down of day
labour by the department, whereas last
year a large numher of extra men wereg
put on anti, now that their serviees are
being dispensed with, they are complaining.
They would not have felt any justification
for complaining had the Government put
its policy into operation at the time it was
elected, but instead of that it continued to
carry on the programme left by th Labour
Party. Strange to say, as regards harbour
development, the Government went-

l~on. A. R?. G. Hawke: Just the other
umay?

'Mr. MfURRAY: That is so. Another
item on whichi I wish to touch is regional
hospitals, 1 wais pleased to hear the mem-
lber for Lerderville express somne concern
about the (lovernment's attitude to the
scheme and to learn from the Minister that
its policy would soon be put into ef-
fect. In the South-West and in my
electorate particularly, some concern is
being felt especially in view of what has
happened in relation to Bunbury harbour
development and Albany harbour develop-
ment. 'Originally, in the priority for regional
hospitals, the order was Bunbury, Albany
and Pinjarra, dealing with that corner of
the State, and the people of Bunibury Avant
to know whether, when the Government does
see its way to start a programime of regional
hospitals, Albany will he able to exert pres-
sure through this Cabinet sub-committee to
he placed in the van agaib.

Mr. May: You had better be watchful.

'Mr, MINURRAY: Some case might be made
out for Albany, say, on humanitarian
grounds; because I understand that the
hospital there is in a shocking state- Be

that as it may, it should not give Albany
priority over Bunbury.

Another matter I wish to deal with haE
been mentioned by most speakers on thi
Address-ia-reply, namely, housing. Herc
again we have a conflict between what thi
Government said it intended to do and what
it has done.

lIon. A. A. 31. Coverley: Things seem to
be all right in Middle Sswau.

Mr. MURRAY: The Government said it
intended to encourage people who wished to
build their own houses, that it would en-
courage private enterprise in building and
that homes would be provided for two and
three-unit families.

Mr. May: Did you believe that?

Mr. Styants: A lot of us did!

Mr. M1URRAY: The interjection by the
member for Collie proves, to he very timely
and what I intended to say will form a reply
to him. Much has been said from the Oppo-
sition beaches about party propaganda and
party advertisements tiring the election
campaign. Every member knows that a cer-
tain amount of political license is employed
and permitted at such timjes, huIt I would
remind the Government that these adver-
tisenents and the propaganda issued onl be-
half of the Government were based on the
policy speech as announced by the Premier.
It was not the propaganda that was wi-ong-;
rather was it the people who were attempt-
ing to carry out what 'the propaganda
visunlised.

To get back to the question of housing,
the encouragement of those wishing to build
their own homes and the housing of two and
three-unit fanmilies, if that has been done in
any other part of the State, it has not been
done in Bunbury and district.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Only in 'Middle Swan'I
That is al]!

Mr. MURRAY: I am con cerned with the
fact that not only has the Government failed
to attempt to carry out its obligation in this
respet but also with the fact that the Minis-
ter for Ho using, who I 2egret is absent, pro-
dauced figures in this House showing that
there was to be an increase in the number of
houses being built in the State. If those
figures are correct, then I will say in regard
to Bunhury, that it, like Collie, is not getting
its fair share of houses.
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Mr. Styants: You can include Kalgoorlie
in that, too.

Mr. MURRAY: At the latter end of 1946
and in the early lpart of 1947 the Government,
recognising the need for houses at Bunbury,
suggested that 300 houses were required to
overcome the building difficulty. That was
the immiediate need. So that everyone would
get a fair share of the materials and labour
available, it was estinmated that an equitable
number of Commonwealth-State rental homes
wvould be 50 houses per annum. In effect,
this would mean that Bunbury's require-
ments for that type of house-which is be-
ing built to overcome eases of real hardship
-would not be fulfilled for some six years.
But figures that were given to us in the
House the other night show that it was esti-
mated that, on the present requirements of
the State, without allowing for increases in
families, the rate of building would overcome
our problem in four years' time. There,
again, in relation to the State, Bunbury is
two years behind. In addition to that, we
frequently get in Bunbury, because of the
South-West power scheme, the harbour and
other works, key personnel who are sent
there by the Government. Reservations are
made by the State Housing Commission for
those key personnel, irrespective of whether
they have families or not. Everyone else
go es by the board; the.key men must be
housed. I suggest that if these key person.
nel are to be used on works of a national or
State-wide importance, any reduction in
housing should be on a State-wide basis.
Bunbury itself should not be penalised.

Hon. A. B. G. Hawke: Hear, hear!
M r. May: There are no houses in the

harbour.

Mr. MURRAY: The member for Collie
often tells his constituents that the Housing
Commission gives Bunbury more than its
fair share. I suggcest to the hon. member
and to the Minister for Hlousing-in
fact, I suggest to the Governmnent-that
they should look at the new electoral map
since the redistribution of seats. They wvill
find in a very small portion of that map
4,486 souls living in a congested area,
and therefore one can expect a degree of
hardship there greater than in any other
portion of the State.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Someone has sug-
gested that the Government is only half full
at present.

The Minister for Works: What are you
barging into this for?

Hon. A. H. Panton: You are all teetotal-
lers and therefore cannot be half full.

Mr. M1URRAY: I suggest that the. Gov-
ernment drop its plea for loyalty and sup-
port, and that the alternative to this Gov-
ernment is one pledged to the socialisation
of means of production, distribution and
exchange.

Opposition Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. MURRAY: The Government can corn-
iand support and loyalty if it goes out and
does Min job that Western Australia asked

'it to do. The Government has a mandate
from the people to do a certain job; let it
carry out that job.

Mr. MANN: I move--
That the debate be adjourned till a later

stage of the sitting.

Motion put and passed.

BILL-NEW TRACTORS, MOTOR
VEHICLES AND FENCING MATERIALS

CONTROL.

Message.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived 'recomnifding appropriation for the
purposes of this Bill.

First Reading.

On montion by the Minister for Transport,
Bill introduced and read a first time.

As to Procedure.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I am seeking in-
forniation. Have we a permanent suspen-
sion o' Standing Orders, or did we suspend
Standing Orders to introduce two Bills
onlyI

.Mr. SPEAKER: Three Bills! This is the
third one.

Mr. -MARSHALL: I ask that the resolu-
tion b2 read to the House so that members
niay know exactly how it is worded.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I have no objec-
tion to the introduction of the Bill; I wish
to know where we stand.

Mr-. SPEAKER: This is the wording of
the motion that wvas carried-

That so much of the Standing Orders be ase
landecd as is necessary to enable thme "'Increase
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of Ront (War Restrictions) Act Amendment
Bill,'" the "'Prices Control Hill'' and the I''New
Travters, Moltor Vehicles and Fencing
Materials Control Bill'' to be introduced and,
if netcssary, passed through all their stages in
one flay; and the aforesaid business to be dealt
with before the Address-in-reply is adopted.

lin. A. 11. 1'anton: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

Second Reading.

THE bUNISTER FR TRANSPORT
(lion. 11. S. Sewvard-Pingelly) [8.18] ill
moving the second reading said: This is anl-
other of the control Hills wvhich unfortun-
ately are necessary; and no matter how much
we may regard these controls as being unde-
sirable, I hope to be able to convince mem-
ber-s before I conclude that in the case of
the Bill now before the House the supply
is so hopelessly below the demand as to
make it still necessary to have the distribu-
tion of the commodities in question con-
trolled by come independent authority-
How long it wvill be necessary to continue
this control it is impossible to state. As I
have indicated, the Government is not in
favour of continuing controls if it is at nll
possible to do without them. I can assure
members; that as soon as supplies are avail-
able-not of all motor vehicles or tractors,
but of particular makes or types of vehicles
-the controls will be released. It has been
said that controls are being discontinued in
the Easte-n States, and the question is
asked, "Why is it necessary to continue
them in this ',tate?2" 1 shall give members
an instance of what happened when I wvas
in the Eastern States attending a meeting
of the Australian Transport Advisory
Council.

A question was brought up there by one
of the State delegates as to the release of
control over motor vehicles. He pressed
very' hard for the release and gave as his
reason that his life had become a nightmare.
If he went to a picture show he said people
came to him at half-time to interview him
about getting a motor vehicle. If he went
to a football match, the same thing occur-
red, Ile added, "They evyea come to my
house on Sunday mornings; my life is not
worth living." hat was his sole reason for
asking that this control be lifted. In my
opinliofl, it is not a reason at all, because I
do not think that either the previous Gov-
erniaent or this Government would tolerate

an excuse such as that a man's life had be-
come a nightmare. The Government would
have seen to it that persons making in-
quiries about motor vehicles attended at the
office dealing with the matter, and attended
in business hours. The reason given in the
ease I mentioned was simply a personal one
and suggested rather mal-administration.
than any real merit in anl argument for de-
control.

But if any particular reason is required
as to the necessity to maintain these con-
trols, members will find it in tonight's
"Daily News." They will have read, during
the last day or two, where .11r Ward, the
Federal Minister, bad decided] to release
control of motor vehicles up to 12 horse-
power. That was to have begun after to-
night; but he now admuits that the supply of
these vehicles is :39 mionths behind and
says thatt it will be necessary for distribu-
tors in the Eastern States to submit appli-
cations to be vetted by the State authority
before permits can be issued for purchase.
He recognises that dc-control is impossible
until more vehicles are available. TVhat a1,-
pears in tonight's paper. I rcalise it has
been stated in the last dayr or two that we
are to have thousands of tractor., available
shortly. As soon as they arrive we will be
able to remove the controls, which ii not
be needed; but at pi-esent there is no sign of
the tractors, and I think that the figures I
propose to give wvill convince members that
it would be impossible to lift controls at
present.

As members know, anybody desiring to
purchase a tractor has to fill in an applica-
tion form setting out the make and the par-
ticular powered machine he desires to
acquire. le sends that to the controlling
authority in this State. That officer has
first to determine the need of the applicant
for the vehicle. If he has power on his
farm-whether a tractor or horses-he has
no need of a new vehicle at lpresenlL Hay-
ing established an applicant's need, however,
the distributor then has to establish the need
for the particular power requested. 'Many
farmers are naturally anxious to have plenty
of power- and may apply for a machine capl-
able of doing 25 per cent, or 30 per cent. or
even 40 pci cent, more work than is available
for it. Consequently, when an application is
submitted, the applicant has to state the size
of the farm, the area to be cultivated, the
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number of stock he carries and so on, and
that enables the distributing officer to deter-
mine what particular powered vehicle the
man needs. If it is found that he has ap-
plied for a large machine, and that one with
75 per cent, less horsepower would fulfil his
requirements, he does not receive the larger-
powered machine. That is a vital matter,
because it can be realised that the produc-
tive capacity of this State would he seriously
affected if a lot of applicants were to get
machines that were too big for their require-
ments. By exercising control, it is possible
to apply that rule.

in. E. Nulsen: Could not the firms exer-
cise the samie control ?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
I will deal with that in at moment. It has
been said we should release this control
even if only for a time and let business
people carry oa the distribution. I would
remind members that thousands of applica-
tions are held by the authorities at present
foir motor vehicles and tractors. These have
been collected throughout the State and
carefully combed, If we were to release
these permits, they would be scattered far
.and wide; and, if it were found necessary
to resume control, the whole work would
have to be gone through again-the applica-
tions received and combed and vetted and
p)laced in order of priority, at an enormous
waste of time and money. It is far better
to maintain these controls until it is possible
finally to release them.

MrIt. Marshall: What do0es the Honorary
M inister think of this Bill?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
There are two kinds of tractors-the wheel
type and the crawler type. The distribution
of wheel type tractors is controlled within
the State; the crawler type is being distri-
buted from Melbourne. It is intended to
take over control of both machines when
Federal authority teases. Dealing with
wheel ty' pe tractors, a few (lays ago there
were 4,017 applications held by the controller
in our Agricultural Department. It can-
not be exactly stated that all those orders
are waiting, fufilment, because in some cases
nothing further has been heard from the ap~-
pilicants since they have lodged their appli-
cations, at all events for some time. Evidently,
by attending a clearance sale, or by some
other means, they have obtained machines.

I have the authority of the distributor for
saying that there are at least 3,1000 genuine
applications held by the office in Perth for
wheel type tractors of various kinds and
powers. I am not going to mention the
names of the various firms but here are some
of the figures :-For one type of tractor, 415
applications are held; for another, 329; for
another, 861; for another, 358, and for an-
other 226. -There is a total of 4,017 or, as
I have mentioned, 3,017 genuinely held by
the officer controlling distribution of trac-
tors in this State. The total number of
tractors supplied during the past five years
in this State from the 1st July, 1q43, to the
30th June, 1948, is 3,151. That is an ave-
rage of 52 a month. For the year ended
June, 1946, there were 797 issued, or 66 a
month; for the year ended June, 1947, there
w~ere 745 issued (63 a inbnth) ; and for the
year ended June, 1948, the figure was 863
(72 a month).

Mr. Marshall: Those are Commonwealth-
wide figures.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
No, the3 ' are State figures.

Mr. Marshall: What do you want control
for if You have that number of tractors?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
ant afraid the hon. member is under a mis-
apprehension. That is the number of trao-
tors that have been issued during the last
five years. They total 3,151 or about 52 a
month. Against that we hold 3,017 applica-
tions, which means that it would take three
months short of four years to fulfil all the
application- held, provided no more were
received in the meantime.

Mr. Rodoreda: It is like the housing
problem..

The M1INISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
Almost. Applications are being received at
the rate of 140 a month but only 67 a month
aire available, so that applications arc piling
up ahetd of the number of machines obtain-
able. It is quite apparent that there must
be some control over permits in order to do
Justice to all concerned. The member
for Kanowna, by interjection, asked
quite a legitimate question, namely: Why
not allow the firms to do the distri-
bution i I am not going to say any-
thing to LM6 detriment of any business firm;
but one firm would not be anxious to tell
another wvhat its business is. Each firm
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would he allotting tractors for its clients
who applied. One firm would bare no
knowledge of the merits of the case put for-
ward by applicants to other firms; and that
firm would judge its own applicants on their
particular merits witbout any realisation of
the merits of applicants to other firms who
might have a stronger case for consideration.
it is absolutely essential that we should have
some co-ordinating authority to receive these
applications and make a distribution accord-
ing to their relative needs.

Heon. A. H. Panton: What is the a verage
life of a tractor, with reasonable care-?

Mr. Leslie: It is eight or ten years.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: If
a man has a large area of rocky country, the
tractor will not last as long as with a man
who has a small well-cleared farm. I would
say it would be from seven to :12 years, at
all events. There is another fact which can-
not, I think, he controverted and that is that
if distribution were in the hands of the
different firms instead of a co-ordinating au-
thority, then the big, luau would get prefer-
encle over the poor man, I had two eases
submitted to me in the last six months. In
the first, a man said he wanted a new tractor
and asked me if I would see the authority in
Perth. In such instances I pass this informa-
tion on to the officer concerned because I
would not dream of attempting to interfere
with hima. Haed that man got a tractor lie
would have been better able to carry on than
without it, but if hie (lid niot get one he would
still have been able to carry on. He niay
have -lot his tractor; I do not know.

About ten days later, I received a letter
from a man whom I khow veryv well, who
said lie had four horses, and one had died.
so that he had not a, team wvith which to put
in h6i crop. Hie could not conmc to 'Perthl as
he was too hard up, and asked me to see if I
couldI get him a tractor. Again I merely
passed on his message, hut I was pleased to
read, four or five weeks. later, that he had
received a tractor. I venture to say tat If
it had been an open go, the other maqn would
bare got the tractor, and not the poor mn.
Although we dto not desire to maintain con-
trols, I contend that on these figures it
would not ha in the interests of the more
deserving sections of the farming commuitnity
to release them. However, I give members
the assurance that they will be released as

soon as the tractors come forwar-di in any-
thing like the number of applications held.

Mr. Hegney: Will. this be administered
hy one man in the department, or by a
board?7

The MNINISTER FOR TR.ANSPORT: At
present it is administered by one man. MrT.
Linton, of the Agricultural Department, has
been doing it for some years. In the same
way, Messrs. Ferguson and MeLaren arte the
authority dealing with mnotor vehicles. Pro-
vision is contained in the Bill to make the
appointments. The motor vehicles position
is much the same as that of the tractors, in
that the demand is hopelessly in excess of
the supply. The greatest demand exists for
the lower-priced bean cars. I suppose all
members have been approached iii this
matter hy their constituents, and they know
that about 50 per cent, of the applications
are for Chevrolets aind Ford V's. The ap-
plications are so far ahead of supply that
people desiring ears are recommended to
apply for English vehicles because their
chances ore much better than if they insist
on these more popular makes.

I (to not for a moment say that evrlyone
is satisified. If a person wants a car, he
imagines his ease is a good one and, per-
haps4, watertight. If he does not get a
vehicle, he is naturally disappointed. A
mlan. putt up a case to me that I considered
a good one, and I passed. it on. I knew the
man. About an hour later another man
camne to see me, and it transpired that he
lived about 200 miles from Carnarvon and
was wvithout a vehicle at all. The other-
muan's :ease fell to the ground. The only
personl in a position to determine the respe-
five merits of the huge numbers of appica-
tions held is the man dealing with themi
from day to day, and not the agent for the
iiarticular vehicle asked for

Hon. E. Nutlsen: Do you think the
Tobacco and Cigarette Board-

The MIYISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
anl) not dealing 'with it.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I want a comparison,

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
would sooner deal with this, because I dto
not wvant to take uip more time than is neces-
sary. At the end of June there were 9,639
applications in hand. At the end of July,
there were 9,119. Just as in the case of
tractors, the number of applications is in-
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creasing every month. There were 3,168
applications for commercial vehicles and
5,471 for mnotorcars. Permits for the past
year have been issued at the rate of 112 per
month for eatumercial. vehicles as against an
average of 293 applications received in that
time, and in the ease of motorcars 319 as
against an average of 642 applications.
These figures, extending as they do over a
whole year, are somewhat better than the
present monthly figures.

For commercial vehicles, the permits are
roughly one-third of the number of applica-
tions received each month, whereas for
motorcars the figure aire hotter because ap-
proximately half the number of applications
are being, granted. But there were many
unsat-isfied applications in hand at the be-
ginning of the year. At the end of June,
we had 3,168 applications for commercial
vehicles and] 5,471 for motorcars, If no
further applications were received it would
take 28 months to satisfy those for conimer-
cial vehicles and 17 months to satisfy those
for cars. But, a., I hanve previously stated,
the applications are coining in at roughly
twice the rate that permits arc issued each
month. The result is that instead of the ap-
plications decreasing they hanve increased, as
I have already said, from 8,638 on the 30th
June to 9,119 at thle 31st July.

Hon. J1. B. Sleeman: Why do you want
to control motorcars in view of the fact
that the Commonwealth is relinquishing
control of lower-powered cars?

The MINISTER FOR TRAN'SPORT: It
is not. Has the member for Fremantle
read tonight's paper?

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: No.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
The Commonwealth Minister announced a
fe-w days ago that mnotorcars up to 12 h.p.
would he do-controlled, hut in tonight's
paper he stales that the supply of motor-
cars is 39 months in arrear, and conse-
quently, although the Commonwealth wanted
to release controls, it wvill still be necessary
for all distributing firms to send the appli-
cations to the control authority to be vetted.
The report in the paper tonigh-1t states-

In Sydney secretary J. R. Mfurray of the
Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries said
that Mr, Ward's secondt announcement showed
that sales would still have to ho approved by
the Department of Transport. In fact, there
had been no dc-control.

That is the position. In this State alone it
is essential that we do not relinquish control
of ears up to 12h.p. because there are 2,000
aplications held for them. I have the as-
suran-.e of the officer concerned, however,
that he hopes that within two mouths or so,
it will be possible to release the control of
8 and 10 h.p. cars, sad that will then be
done. But, as I pointed out a little earlier,
the demanid for the lower-priced high-
powered ear is so heavy that we -will have to
get a lot of themn before we can relinquish
control.

Mr. Marshall: You have not provision in
the Bill to release controls by proclamation.

The MAINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
No. There is an oversight in the drafting,
hut I will have an amnendmnent on the notice
paper tomorrow to provide that the Bill
shiall only last until next year when it will
have to he renewed, if necessary.

Mr. Marshall: But we want some previ-
sion to deal with the position when Parlia-
ment is in recess.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
The MAinister has power to revoke orders, or
release them, I think the bon. member will
find that in the Bill. Before concluding my
remarks I must pay some tribute to the
officers who have been engaged in this
matter for the past few years. They have
])erforimed a thankless task and, though
they mnay not have given satisfaction in all
eases, I feel that the small number of com-
plaints received is the best possible testi-
mony of the way in which they have done
their job.

Hoe. A R. G. Hawke: They have given
satisfaction in every ease where they have
allocated a vehicle.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
They have been only too pleased, whenever
an applicant has been dissatisfied, to explain
why the vehicle was allocated to someone
else. The other matter dealt wvith in the Bill
is that of fencingy wire and allied products,
ineluding steel fencing posts. That is dealt
with under the Building Operations and
Building Materials Control Act, but it is
necessiary to assumne control here because in
the rest the control was not as close as is
required. In these commodities supplies are
hopelessly short of the demand and farmers,
especially in districts where the emu nuisance
is bad, are unahle to get any wire and are
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losing their crops. It is necessary that they
should be supp)Iied with some wire or wire
netting from the stocks that are available.
In newer settlements that are being opened
up there are men who have been unable to
obtain either wire or wire netting and who
therefore cannot canry any stock. In those
circumstances their chance of making a good
start with farming operations is being do-
layed until they can secure the supplies theY
need.

Practically the only supplies at present
coming into the State to meet this position
are steel rods for the production of wire and
netting, and they have been allotted by the
various firms. Here agnin orders have been
met by the firms according to the date upon
which applications were received, regardless
of the need that might exist in individual
eases. I have been told of a fanner who
wanted some wire and placed an order with
five different firms, three of which eventually
supplied him. That is not right, and when
others are short of such a commodity no
man should be supplied with wore than is
absolutely necessary to meet his require-
ments. Before the war Western Austrialia
imported 36,485 ewt. of plain 'wire per
annum; 1,702 ewt. of barbed wire and net-
ting to the value of almost £C16,000, whereas
last year our imports dropped to 248 cwt.
of plain wire, 450 ewt. of barbed wire and
236 cwt. of wire netting, which in effect
brings our imports down to almost nothin.
The authority that controls the distribution
of fenving material will have to endeavour
to obtain bigger supplies from sonme other
source. So desperate is the position becomn-
ing that inquiries have been made for the
supply of aluminium barbed wire at a cost
of over £100 per ton, as against £30 per ton
for the ordinary steel lbarbed wire. We
have even endleavoured to get sonic barbed
wire from disposals stocks in the Far East,
so desperate has the position become.

Mr. Styants: Will the Commonwealth dis-
tribute th e supplies, under the measure to
the various States?

The -MINISTER. FOR TRANISPORT:
Yes, in the ease of motor vehicles and trac-
tors, and I think wire netting is an item
that we will also take up with them. Provi-
sion is; made in the Bill to bind the Crown
and the measure proposes to take over the
c-ontrol regulations of the Commonwealth
with regard to tractors and motor vehicles.

Those regulations are set out in the various
schedules and, if members wish to verify
them, they will find that they are taken
from pages 550, 562 and 564 of the 'Manual
of Defence Transitional Legislation as
amended to the 1st January, 1947. Of
course they were all contained in the
National Security Regulations issued from
time to time, but were amended and codified
in the manual I have mentioned. Building
materials, as I have men tioned, are covered
under the Building Operations and Building
Materials Control Act of 1045.

Up to date steel fencing posts have not
been controlled, but in view of the steel
shortage it is now considered advisable that
we take power under thre Bill to control them
if necessary. The Bill is to make State
control effective from the date upon which
Commonwealth control expires. Contra!
over motor vehicles remains at present in
the hands of the Commonwealth and will not
he taken over by the State until Common-
wealth control 'ceases. However1, it waS
necessary to bring down the Bill beca use,
were Commonwealth control to cease while
the House was not sitting, by the time Par-
liament was called together again and a Bill
brought dlown the whole matter would have
passd beyond control and it would be neces-
sary to do aill the work over again. The
power taken under the Bill can be used
whenever necessary.

Mr. Rodoreda: Why did you not take
control over galvanised piping, also!

The MN1IS,TER FOR TRANSqPORT:
That is covered under the building c-ontrol
legislation. The Act will be administered
by thme Minister for Agriculture, and various
definitions are contained in the Bill.

Ron. A. R. G. Hawke. Does that mecan
the Minister, or the Honorary Minister for
Agricnlture 1

The -MINISTER FOR ThANXl'P0RT:
The Honorary Minister for Agriculture, the
Hon, (1. B3. Wood. Of course the miaure
had to be introduced in this House.

Mr. Hegney: Is. it to expire as at Decent-
ber, 1949'.

The 'MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
will move an amendment tomorrow for that
Purpose, so that it wvill come lip for review
next year. Power is given to the .1inister
to issue orders for the regulat-ing or pro-
hibiting of the distribution, storage or use
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of all or any new tractors, new motor
vehicles and new fencing materials or any of
them or any class, type or model of any of
them. It applies only to a new vehicle, and
a new vehicle is defined in the Bill. The
Minister may also make orders for the tar-
nishing of returns, the supply of information
with or without statutory declaration, and
the issue of permits. The first order re-
garding motor vehicles and fencing materials
ean be issued only with the approval of the
Governor, as those items are still under the
control of the Commnonwealth, whereas trac-
tors arc at present not controlled, and the
Bill has been made retrospective to the 31st
July in order to validate any action that
may already have been taken.

There is provision in the Bill empowering
the Governor to enter into an arrangemnt
with the Governor-General -of the Common-
wealth or the Governor of any State thereof
providing fur any matter necessary or con-
venient for the purpose of carrying! out or
giving effect to the provisions of this Act or
of any order under this Act. That provi-
sion has been inserted in view of Section 02
of the Commonwealth Constitution, so that
should it he advisable to make nn arrange-
muent between the States to provide against
dlumping, power will he available for that
purpose. Power is given to the, Minister to
regulate or prohibit the distribution, storage
or use of all or any new tractors, new
motor vehicles and new fencing materials or
ally of them or any class, type or model of
ally of them. The Minister has powe-r also
to delegate to any person all or anly of his
powers , functions- and authorities. There is
this difference from the Common wealth Act
in connection with wheat in that if the Mini-
ister delegates the power to the authority
then the authority only can exercise that
power. Both calnot exercise it at the samue
time.

That wvill obviate the unfortunate occur-
renee where the -Minister over-rode the Aus-
tralian Wheat Board and sold wheat against
the wvishes of the board. The Minister also
has power to employ any officers he con-
siders necessary. Those are all the provi-
sions of the Bill. It is not a very compli-
cated measure but the Government considers
it necessary to have power to ensure an
equitable distribution of motor vehicles and
tractors. The measure will last only until

such time as the supply is sufficient to meet
the demand. I move--

That the Bill be now read a scond time.

On motion by Hon. J. T. Tonkin, debate
ad journed. I

ADDRESS -IN-REPLY.

Thirteenth Day,

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of
the sitting.

MR. MANN (Beverley) [8.52]: 1 first
wish to pay a tribute to the late Mr. Arthur
Wilson who passed away recently and who
wats for many years a member of this House.
I have iiemuorics of him wvhen I first joined
this House 18 years ago, and some of my
colleagues on that occasion will remember
him also. To flew mnembers he was always
very helpful and was the soul. of sincerity.
I wish to pay a tribute to the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle. His speeches
bring back memories of the days of the
Mitchell Government and the Collier Opposi-
tion. You will remember, Sir, the power of
those two parties in debate. I feel that the
p~ower of debate is fast disappearing and
that the prestige of Parliament is falling.
The attacks from both sides in those days
were severe but clean. The member for
Northi-East Fremnantle has, considerable
punchi:ig power in his sRpeehes and I think
he has a big- future.

Ron, A. H. Panton: W~e will have himn
x-rayed tomorrow.

Mr. 31ANN: That will tnt be necessary.
I can rieember the mnember for Fremantle
and myself in our younger lays being all
oil fire, hut age has told on us both. The
ethics of polities have changed for the worse
over the years, and it seem., to be the order
of the dJay that members most not criticise
their own Government. Those are wrong
ethics. I intend to criticise both side,, otf the
House and I hope that the Government, if
I criticise it, will take the broad view. For
members to claim that this Government or
any othier Glovertnment was the only Govern-
ment fl.,at ever did anything is quite wrong.
I consider criticism is good for any Govern-
int.

Rion, J. B3. Sleeman: You vote for it right
or wrczig.
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Mr. MANN: As the member for Bunbury
said, there are only two alternatives, one to
volt' for the Government and one to vote for
soeialhstic parties that are going to ruin
Australia. I admire the mnember for North-
East Fremantle; one must have the courage
to criticise ainy Government that needs
criticism:

The great Labour organisations in days
gone by were all-powerful and tile A.W.t'.
took a lot of beating . It was designed to
help workers and to help) employees who
were the butt of everybody. Thus the
A.WAV.U built Up a powerful Organisation
aind justifiably assisted men who needed its
aid. The labour organisations in Westerni
Australia are the most moderate in Australia,
hut all labour organisations are forced to
follow the principles of Karl Mfarx for
soeiailation and nationalisation. and all the
-socialisation policies. There is no doubt
about that. It was emphasised in the case of
the Prices Control Bill, when the Opposi-
tion eiideavoured to have it placed perman-
ently on the statute-book. That proved
(lbhnilcly that thie Opposition carried out its
inst ruct ions as to a socialisation Policy.

lion. A. A. M. Coverley: You will not
dleny that we improved the Bill.

iMr. MANN: 1 have seen enough in my
18 years in Parliament. I now wish to touch
oni one action. of the Government of which I
didl not approve. I do not think there is
nuv (Governmint today of any party which
has the. guts, ii T may use the term, and the
potwer to say; "This is our policy, this OUr
Iprint'iple, and wve arc going to carry it out."
When the present Glovernment assumed con-
trol it decided to appoint a Royal Cominns-
,ion on Workers' Compensation and I was
a 4-ed to become a member of that commis-

Ilon. J7. B. Sleonian: And even that did
not silence you.

Mr. MANN: 1 do not know whether it
was to silene me or- beause of the interest
l have shown in these matters, but when the
colmmisslon was appointed Trades Hall said
that unless; there was a member of the Trades
hutll on the ronmis~ion it would call a strike
for 24 hours-.

Mr. Brady: Quite right!

MrI. M[ANN: I was prepared to oband in
ni y resignation at that stage but the Gov-

ement would not accept it. The corn-
mission consisted of Mr. Simpson as
Chairman, Mr. And rews anti myself. We
desired to seek a statement from the
secretary of the Trades Hall, Mr. IDavies,
regarding evidence lie had given to
a Federal commission on Workers' Corn-
pensation. When Mr. Djavies would not
give evidence we decided to subpoena him.
This is the part on which 1 critic-ise the
Government, and in all sincerity, too. We,
as a commission, were quite prepared to use
the legal powers we possessed. Mr. Davies,
however, refused to give evidenee before us
and was subpoenaed. I was notified to
attend Perth on the Monday mornig to
receive the evidence.

Overnighlt the Government got the breeze
up and had the subpoena withdrawn and
then overcame the difficulty by appointing
to [he Commission two assessors, a repre-
sentative of the Trades Hall and a repre-
sentative of the Chamber of Commerce.
Why did not the Government accept my
offer to resign and put another mnin in my
place? The Government on that occasion
showved weakness such as it has shown right
through. If that is its idea of common-
sense, all I can say is, Cod hielp this coun-
try!- I can admire 1%r. Chifley for one
!thing but not his polities. He says in
effec-t, "This isi my policy and I intend
.to carry it out whether you like it
or not.'' 'We all criticise him and many
of us disagree with him, hut at least we
must admit that he has the courage to do
what he thinks fit. If members opposite
consider that the Government acted rightly
in that matter, then their standard must
now he definitely lower than it was 30
ycrTs ago.

There has been a good deal of back
scratchin-too muclh of it, in fact. Re-
cently at a gathering at Fremantle the
Leader of the Opposition, in the course of
a speech, made a statement to the effect
that he, as Leader of the Opposition, met
and discussed wvith the Government Bills
to be introduced during the session.

The 'Minister for Lands-. He did not say
that.

Mr. MANN: I was not present. I can
only say whot I read in the Press.

The Minister for Lands: The Press did
not say that.
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Mr. MANN: Those are the very words
that were published in the Press.

The Minister for Lands: Read them out
and you will find that you are wrong.

Mr. MANN: I was amazed to hear the
statement made by the Minister for Eons-
ing, regarding migration. The statement
was that we could not accept migrants, ex-
cept iiominated migrants for whom ae-
commuodation is undertaken by thc nomi-
nators, until we were in a position to house
them. What an admission fot: any Govern-
ment to make! Apparently both the Gov-
ernment and the Opposition support tliat
policy. Are they afraid of losing votes un-
less they provide houses? Such a policy
would penalise development and is a sad
reflection on the Government.

The Minister for Lands: What would
you do7

Mr. MANN: The Government should put
up a definite policy and send men to Eng-
land to select suitable mig-rants. I know
mna who came to this country 25 years
ago and, though they were almost penniless
then, they hove made good. Some of those
men are today farming thousands of acres.
If -some of those men wvere sent to the Old
Country, they would be in a position to
give a tr-te picture of the conditions here,
and whlen the migrants arrived they could
be acconmodated in tents or huts. Tile
country areas coud absorb from 10,000 to
15,000 farmers. If we are going to popu-
late this State, we must have migration.
Has the pioneering spirit vanished? Surely
the Government's poliey is one of despair!

While I am speaking on the question of
sending the righlt men to England to select
maigran ts, I should like to mention that in
.November last the ''Asturias" arrived
with migrants, mostly for the Eastern
States. A man had been sent to England to
select them and on the way out he painted
to them a picture of Australian conditions
very similar to that appearing in some of
the propaganda issued by 'Mr. Caiwell. One
of his statements wvas that if the migrants
accepted wvork with farmers, the 'y would
be paid only 30s. a week, and would have
to sleep with the fowls and live on boiled
wvheat.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: He must have known
something about Beverley.

Mr. MANN: When he was approached
by practical farmers and questioned about
the statement, he answered, '"But isn't it
true? I thought it was true."

Alr. Bovell: Had he ever lived in the
country ?

Mr. MANN: No. What do men of that
type know about farming-? All their know-
ledge is centred in city blocks. Members
of the Opposition hold the view that in
order to solve the -problems of the State,
we should abolish the Legislative Council.
I'Abolish the Council," they say, "control
'The West Australian' and then the country
will flourish." What a vision! I hope the
Government will revise its decision and de-
termine to bring migrants to this State.
Other States are accepting migrants in con-
siderable numbers. Victoria is getting them
for its rural areas and its action shows our
Government in a pathetic light.

Air. Hlegney: What is the policy of the
Country Party regarding migration?

'Mr. MANN: When the Labour Party
was in office a Royal Commission was ap-
pointed to investigate the question of ver-
mnin-appointed much to the annoyance of
the then Minister. The commiission con-
sisted of the present Premier, the Acting
Premier, the member for Nelson, the mem-
ber for- Mt. M1agnet and myself. We travel-
led extensively and took a lot of evidence
and, when we submitted our report, we felt
satisfied that the main task had been com-
pleted and that the Government would in-
troduce legislation to give effect to our re-
commendations. Three of those memibers.
of the commission, I point out, now occupy
seats on this side of the House, and 1 felt
sure that when the change of Governmnent
(flWC. legislation would he introduced to
give effect, at any rate, to the main recoin-
inendations. The Government, however, is
shying off that, and wve find instead a Bill
being brought down to amiend the Workers'
Compensation Act. Is it intended to ignore
the recommendations for vermin eradica-
tion 9 SuIrely we, as a Country Party, ought
to take action when we know that the
people desirZ it. But what do we Find is
happening?

I hope the Government will take some
action in this matter; the members of
Cahinet are not farmers in the sense that
my colleagues and I on these benches are
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farmers. Something must be done not only
ill country districts but also in the pastoral
areas to grapple with this problem. Dogs
in the Pastoral areas are killing the flocks
and in five or tell years some of the stations
will he forced to close down. The Govern-
inent should give effect to the recommenda-
tions made by the Vermiin Commission,
which Proposed a tax onl all the lands of the
State, including city land. This tax it was
estimated would produce £80,000 a year.
instead, I am sorry to note that the Minister
has given notice of a Bill to amend the
Workers' Compensation Act.

Mr. Ilegney: Do Iyou not believe that the
Compensation Act should be amended?

Mr. MANN: I do.
Mr. Smith: What about the Argentine

alit?

Mr. MINANN: I am, not concerned about
the Argentine ant. I am concerned about
the farmers. I notice that the Premier, in
-in effort to relieve his budgetary Position,
has requested a grant of £30,000 from the
Commonwvealth to assist the State sawmills.
The policy of our lparty is for the abolition
of State trading concerns. The 'Mitchell
Government passed an Act autborising the
sale of these concerns. I hope the Govern-
meat will sell the State hotels, the State
brickworks and thle State sawmills.

lon. J. B. Sleemian: And the State
ships?

Mr. MANN; No. These should be re-
tamned in order to assist thle North-West.
They should be exempted.

Several members interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The lion. ineni-
her will address the Chair.

Mr. M1ANN: The whole idea of the
Mitchiell Government was to be charitable
towards the people of the North-West and
provide them with somle form of transport.
When it comes to thle State sawmills, which
arc iii the combine, and the other trading
concerns I have mentioned, the w~hole damn
lot should be sold.

ifon. A. I1. Pantoa: Tut, tut! What
language!

Mr. -MANN: Our party is not a Socialistic
crowd. We profess to abhor socialism. As
f say, sell all the State trading concerns,
except the steamships, and so reduce our
deficit.

Hon. A. 11. Panton: You arc beginning to
get revolutionary.

Mr. MANMN: I now come to the adminis-
tration of our liquor legislation. Why
should there be one rule for Kalgoorlie and
Collie and( another rule for other country
towns? Why should some country towns he
allowed to sell liquor onl Sunday and others
not? In some country towns sporting
bodies will gather at the hotel onl Sunday
and hay, a glass of beer before dinner andl
anlother Ini the evening, while chatting over
thle result of tile day's golf, cricket or ten-
nis. One policeman will tolerate tile lrme-
tice, hut the politelilan in the adjoining
town will not permit it. It is time the GeV-
erment made a. stand and declared for
open hotels sometime on Sundays, as is per-
initted in England, or declared for closing
all hotels on Sundays, including those at
Collie and the Goldfields.

Mr. Styants: And Beverley.'

Mr., MANN: Beverley is a very moderate
town.

Mre. Styants: You can get plenty of drink
in your electorate on Sundays.

lMr. mANN: That may be so sometimes,
bitt not when I am in town. That is a dif-
ferent position entirely. I know the Gov-
ermnent does not. care to tackle this ques-
tion, because it is afraid of it. We have
condened Labour for it for 14 years. This
is a matter which the Government can
handle, hut it; refuses to do so. I do not
like that. I would like to know the reason
why the three Premiers met in this Stlate.
We had the Premier of South Australia and
the Premier of Victoria here. What was the
idea of the three Premiers assentbling here.
Did they honestly believe that they were
going- to get the Chiffley Governent to
return them the right of income taxation?
I have not thle faintest idea what the move
was for.

Hon. A. RI. G. Hawke: It was just a social
gathering.

Member: Perhaps they camne here to
cheer lip our Pr-emier.

Mr. 'MANN: I am not suggesting that it
was for that purpose.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Or for a holiday.

Mr. MANN: No. They probably came for
twvo reasons. One was to get the three States
concerned, which comprise half Australia, to
secede from the Commonwealth, or to induce
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the Commonwealth Government to restore
to the States their taxing powers; or was it
to stamp out the Communist Party in the
three States concerned) I would like to he
enlightened on those points.

Mr. 1-egney: Are you not a supporter of
the Government?. Cannot you find out,

Hon. A. H1. Panton: Ask straight out at
to-morrow's meeting what it is.

Mr. M1ANN: I come to the question of
increased railway freights. We have to find
"nother £C1,000,000, or over £900,000, from
the country People to help tile Premier to
balance hi8 Budget. I say honestly that
if members opposite were sitting on the
Government bench and proposed to take
this step, there wonld he a howl.

Opposition Members: Too right!

Mr. M1ANN: There would 'be a howl
nut only inside but outside the House.
This move to increase freights is to tide the
(4overnment over for a time; nothing else.
I shall quote from our own Constitution, as
followsq:

Revaluation of railway assets with provisionl
for depreeiation each year with a view to re-
duction of rail freights. Any exessa capitalisa-
tion to be a charge against the wbole State.
Any subsequent profits to be used i reductiolL
of liability so written off.

Hfon. A. II. Panton: What colour is the
cover of that book?

Mfr. MANN: Red! The Government has
decided to increase rail freights. If
the Government were prepared to face
up to the issue, it should do something
about the 'Midland Junction railway work-
shops, whi -h I visited as a member of the
Workers' Compensation Commission. The
foreman took us around and showed us the
men at work. They had 10 minutes off for
morning tea and ten minutes off for after-
noon tea; they ecased work at 11.45 and
again at 4.45. Yet the Government expects
the country people to pay these increased
freights! I do not mind paying increased
freights, pravided we get the service. This
is only an attempt to balance the Budget.
When the Minister for Railways was a
private member, he frequently said to me
"Give me six months-

Hon. A. II. Pan ton: That is what he
should get!

Mr. MANN: -and I wiUl reform the
railways." But what is the position today!
The railways are worse.

Mr. Bove][: Did not Mr. Chifley say that
rates and fares must be increased?

Mr. MANN: I am not concerned about
Mr. Chifley; I am concerned about this
Government.. It is for better to have
a debt of £2,000,000 than to increase
freights. I come -to the Collie coalmnines
and the recent strike. With all duo respect
to the member for Collie, I think there was
some other motive behind it than the horse
"Red." I have a faint idea that when M1r.
Williams came over here, an instruction was
given to the coalininers to take some action.
The position today regarding railway trucks
is precarious. It is so acute that producers
will '.e unable to got their wheat and wool
shifted. Most of the trucks are used for
coal at Christmas time, and the consequence
will be that the Government will stop the
transport of fat lambs and wool.

The Minister for Railways: You will
never get this Government to say that.

Mr. MJAN N' To say what9
The Minister for Railways: What you

said-that lamibs and wool wil not be trans-
ported. Did we not permit the use of road
transport last year?

Mr. MTANN: Yes.

Tih' Minister for Railways: Well, we wvill
do it this year.

M1r. MANN: I wanted that assurance;
I did not have it. All I noticed
was the announcement in the paper of the
Government's regrettable action in increas-
ing railxvay freights. I pr~opose to say
something about Communism. We hear it
contended constantly that the Common-
wealth Government should pass legislation
to exercise control over Communism. I say
that that is a State job, in conjunction with
the Commonwealth Government. The
Premier of Queensland, when hie faced that
disastrous strike in his State, was the one
man in Australia who had the courage to
deal in the pcuper way with this problem by
bringing down a measure simuilar to the
Commonwealth Crimes Act. I think hie is
a man who is respected by people of all
shades of thought.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You had better wait
to hear what they say at the next election!

Mr. MIANN: .1 hope he will he returned;
because I say, without any Party feeling,
that a man who has the courage to
face, as he faced, the greatest cnrse of this
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country-Communism-is to be admired. It Mr. MANN: It is this Government's jolt
is said that dealing with Communism is a
Commonwealth job; but it is a job for the
State Governments, too. We have power
in our own Constitution, for good order
and government, to bring in legislation
required for the welfare of the State. We
have power to bring down a crimes Act
similar to the Commonwealth measure of
1914-32. That Act speciftrally provides
that a man who defies the laws of the
country shall be gaolled for 12 months and,
if he is not an Australian subject, deported.

Mr. Graham: Does that apply to milk
retailers, too?

Several members interjected.

Mr. 'MANN: This is not a question of
defying the law but of dealing with those
who arc subservient to a foreign power.

Mr. Graham; Would you include the
B.M.A.?

Mr. MANN: 'My friends opposite are
starting to squirm again. They are afralid
of sonic political repercussions. The Labour
Party has said it is opposed to Communism,
and I admire those unions which are trying
to deal with the communists. For the same,
reason, I admire the R.S.L. andt the Roman
Catholic Church, though I am not a mem-
her of that faith. I admire all those who
say, "We will not allow this curse to ruin
Australia!I"

Member: What about the doctors, who
are making commnunists*'

Mr. M1AN"N: Those are viny small points.

H~on. J. B. leman: Very small?

Mr. MANN: I consider that any man
who is not loyal to his King aind] country
and to the Constitution of this State, anid
wvho trie, hy, every means possible to doe-
stroy- the principles or dvimocratic govern-
ment to which we are pledged, should 1)e
handled in the proper mianner-that is, by
being gaoled or deported. Would any other
country tolerate suchl behaviour I We could
take such steps under a crimes Act, and
this Government should do that. It is the
job of this Government monre than of a
Lab~our Government, because I realise the
repercussions that might occur if at Labour
Government attempted it. This Government
holds no allegiance to any union.

M.%r. ilegney: What about the Farmers'
Union !

to make use of a crimes Act. It is a State
job, and not a Commonwealth job. If Mr.
Hanlon was prepared to do it, this Govern-
ment should do the same. The position ait
Collie is that the communists are starting
to move. I saw a circular in which it was
indicated that they are trying to smash the
miners' ionlt there. It was published in
"The WVest Australian." The unions are
trying to fight Communism, but they re-
quire the help of the Government.

Mr. May: Hear-, hear!

Mr. MANN: It is the duty of the State
Government to help these organisations by
means of ai crimes Act, tinder which there
would be power to deal with any employer
or emp)loyee who contravened the Constitu-
tion of Western Australia and was. a dis-
loyal subject. It would then be possible to
gaol or deport such a person. I have often
thought that the best thing to do would be
to ban the Communist Party, but I agree
it is not possible.

'Mr. 'Marshall: The State Government
would not have power to deport anybody.

Mr. MANN: I think it would, becauxse
the Government still has sovereignI rights. It
is a question of trying this out.

Ali'. Styants: Where would you deport
them?7

Mr. 'MANN: I was sorry that when the
member for Irwin-MNoore spoke about the
Communist Party, the Acting Premier re-
plied in the Press the next morning, and
not in thle House. I noticed that the
Minister for Housing also replied in the
Press to a statement made in this Chamber.
Our importance as members of Parliament
ii declining very fast. There is less respect
shown uts than wag the case year, ago when
I came here. I hope the Government in
future will reply here to any statemeuts
that are made in the House and not make
ansqwers through the Press.

Hon. A. IT. Panton: Hear, hear!

Mr. MANN: This is what the Communists
had to soy after the member for Irwin-
Moore bad spoken -

''Call 'En, Red" Ackland on the Warpath.
His party leader Watts lad to disnovn binm
then, a ml has had to reprimand him again.
Deplorable tinilg is that Labour memibers Need-
lint, and Triat supported his request for a
C.I.B. report on teachers' activities.
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lion. A. H1. Panton: Where did you get
that"!

Mr. M1ANN: From the "Workers' S tar,"
the communist paper. When the hon. mem-
ber charged the teacher;, the Government's
job was to appoint a Royal Commission to
find the facts, because he gave specific in-
stances of men who were disloyal and had
communistic tendencies. I respect the hon.
member's viows, and I have myself seen some
teachers with extreme ideas. Prior to the
formation of this Government I suggested
it should appoint eight 'Ministers and six
p~arlnientary under-seretaries, and be
something like the House of Commons. I
regret that that was not done. One of our
troubles is that we have been 14 years in
Opposition and have seen a different aspect
of polities. A period of 14 years is a long
term. We. are none of us as young as we
were. If 1 Government had adopted my
system it could have brought younger and
fresher mind,. into the Cabinet, and they
could hare done effective work. But, no!
Cabinet decided to carry out its own policy.
This also applies to the Labour Party. When
Labour is in power, Cabinet controls, No
member of the Labour Party has a say as
to how a 'Minister shall administer his de-
partment. The same applies today; Cabinet
is supreme.

Mr. Styants: It is the Government, all
right.

M1r, MANN: Yes, it is the same on both
sides. It is wrong. We could put perfectly
ridiculous persons into Cabinet. I am not
casting any reflections on the Government,
but that could be done, I hope the Govern-
ment will take my remarks candidly.

lion. A. H. Panton: And kindly.

Mr. 'MANN: Yes. We have to consider
that progress is vital to the wealth of the
State. I have been long in Opposition, and
I may he in opposition tonight. I have
criticised Labour for .14 years on account of
its failings and lack of activity, but I am
wondleving now whether there is much differ-
ence between the Labour Party and my
own, I am speaking probably more candidly
than I should, but the ethics, of the matter
do not count with me. It is the ditty of this
Government to take very active steps to rid
Western Australia of the communists before
they assume control as they have done in
Vietoria and New South WVales. We have

been fairly free 'of the communist move-
mnent, but it is growing. Cabinet gets advice
from certain authorities as to how the move-
me nt is growing in this State. It is creeping
into every organisation, and the Labour
Party, His Majesty's Opposition in this
House, disowns it. It is the dutty of the
Government to bring in a regulation to deal
with the communists before they run the
country.

bUL. HOAR (Nelson) [9.35]: 1 have
heard a number of critical speeches tonight
front unexpected quarters, and I want at
this stage to express mny dissatisfaction
with the fact that those who organised the
itinerary for the visit of Their Majesties,
the K~ing and Queen, to this State next year
failed to include any country towas other
than Northami and York. We know that
Their -Majesties will receive a very warm
and enthusgiastic welcome wherever they go
throughout the State, and I appreciate the
fact that long-distance travelling inight be
inadvisable. The Premier has Stated pre-
viously, that it was the intention of the
Giove!rnment that as many people as pos-
sible should he ,net rather than that Their
ajesities should have to travel great dis-

taucas, and I think that a better result
would he achieved were at least one day
spent in Bunbury.

Io past years -w'hen members of the Royal
Family have favoured us with their pres-
ence there has been on almost every occa-
sion, opportunities for them to see the great
karri forests further South. It may not be
possible for such a trip to be arranged on
this occaision. Hotel accommodation might
not b)e suitable and, certainly, the distance,
therw and back, would be for too great to
be covered in one day. But the hotel ne-
cominodation in Perth for the Royal visit
is now just about non-existent. The result
is that inany thousands of country people
will not he able to see Their Majesties at
anv- funiction in the metropolitan area.
Had (one day been set apart for a visit to
BunbJurv, I feel sure the municipal vouncil
and the mayor would have been only too
glad to have orgrani sed sonic gala day so
that thousands of the people in the lower
South-West could have taken that oppor-
tuni:y to see Their Majesties. I regret very
inuea indeed that that has not been done.

T wasg interested to sonic extent in one
or two of the remarks of the member for
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Beverley, but not all of themn by any man-
ner of means. But he did refer to a matter
in which ,omeC time ago I was particularly
interested, as a member of the Royal Com-
mission which inquired into vermin and its
possible eradication front this State. At
that time we had a Labour Government in
office and it then did as well as it could
with an amendment to the 'Vermin Act.
threat dissatisfaction -was expressed by those
who were then sitting on thisi side of the
House with the contents of the mea-sure.
T well remnember the then Lender of the
Opposition, the present Acting Premnier, re-
ferring to the Labour Government's Bill
andl saying that it reminded him of how a
man would feel, who was to receive a slice
of bread when he had expected the better
part of a loaf, Ile said Inter on in the de-
bate that it did not appear to him that the
provisions4 of the mecasure would niake any
great contribution towards a better state
of affairs than had been in existence for
the last 30 years;.

The pres-ent Premier also spoke on the
debate and -said that he was disappointed
with the legisantion. He advocated that
there should be a tax 011 aill land in the
State, as set out in the Rloyal Commission's
report, in order that a sufficient sum of
money ighlt he g-arnered to undertake ver-
min eradication. 'When the Liberal and
Country Parties; were in opposition they
could only suggest amtendmnents to the Bill,
either iii this Ilouse; or in another place
where their colleagules were in the majority.
At no time had they' a majority in this
Chamber -uch as- would enable them to put
into etleel any ideas, they niight -wish to
have ineitriorated in the measure. The
ponsit ion has now changed entirely. Those
parties that were previously in opposition
have now not only a imajority in this Chai-
her biut a majority in another place andI
it is p~osibe for them, if they wish to (in
so, to put into effect the ideas they cx-
pre, eil so) foircibly while they were in op-
poit ion.

The Acting Premier: Be careful of your
menial aritlhmetic.

11r. HO0AR: T think it is all right, up
to now.

The Actinz Premier: Be careful of it.

Mr. HO0AR: I., the Govecrnmenf short of
a fewv memibers? The present is the golden
opportunity for tho Giovernment to give

effect to the amendments that its membern.
wished to have incorporated in the legisla-
tion when -sitting on this side of the House.
Seventeen months have passed since the
present Government was returned to power
and there has been no indication of its
intention to take steps in the direction Tj
have mentioned.

Since I first became a mnenmber of this
House I have always felt it was a waste of
time for a private member to take part in
the debate on the Add ress-in -reply. What-
ever Government is in powver is. not very
interested in anything a private member
has to say and I have yet to see any sugT-
g-estion by a private member--good though
it might be-incorporated in a measure and
become part of G3overnment policy, How-
ever, I felt comnmitted to say something at
this stage, mainly on account of the silly
utterances of the member for Middle Swan
while makingr his contribution to the de-
bate. I was amazed at some of the childish
statements he made in order to justify andl
holster up the Government after its 17
months of inactivity. He referred to hous-
iag and said that dozens of permit:; had
been granted to two-unit families in his
electorate. I think all members; were
amaized at that statement.

I can recall the Premier having promised,
before the election, a relaxation of the !onl-
trols as related to Permits, for two-unit
families. At Yarloop, three weeks later, ]ie
told those present at an B.S.L. meetino that
lie could do nothing in tile matter. I wais
ther-efore amazed when the membeI)r fill'

'Middle Swan said that dozens or permits
liad been grunted to two-unit families ini
his electorate, That statemenit Atirrcdl up
the member for 2North-East }Fremantle andi
he made inquiries mid asked {1ttestirois inl
the House. The MIinister for Lands, onl
balif of the' minister for Hrousing, said
in reply thait at total of 11 permits had
been issued for two-unit families iii the
electorate of Middle Swan.

Further investigation shows that there i-4
no value in thant figuire. In the fliit place
one of those 11 permits was issuedl by, the
previous Government and cannot 2o to the
credit of the present administration. Of
the remaining 101 permits six were of the
self-heplp variety. Menmbers know that it
is reasonably easy for a man to get a per-
mit if he is'prcpared to do most of the work
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for himself. There are several houses of that
type in my own electorate. The men con-
cerned were unabhle to get sufficient material
and decided toD build .cemeht tbrick houses,
making the -bricks for themselves. In such
cases it is not difficult to get a permit. Out
of these six permits five 'were for houses of
a value of only £300 each. That shows how
much notice can be taken of the wild state-
ment of the member for Middle Swan when
he said dozens of permits for twvo-unit
families had been issued in his electorate.

Air, Grayden: Was that a considered
statement or just a reply to an interjection
that could hardly 'be heard on this side of
the Housel

Mr. Styants: He said the same about
schools.I

Mr. HOAR: The hon. member had plenty
of other things to say.

Mr. Orayden: All of which were justified.

Mr. HOAR: I listened attentively to
the speech of the hon. member and did not
hear him attempt to deal with any issues
of State--wide importance.

Mr. Grayden: That is your opinion.

rMr. HOAR: I refer to issues such as
education or the industrial development of
the State.

Mr. Grayden: I suppose you think you
are on matters of State-wide importance
now.

Mr. HOAR: For. the moment I have come
down to the level of the member for Middle
Swan. As far as I could understand from.
his speech, he was mainly concerned with
little odd jobs that had been done in his
electorate-the kind of work that is done
irrespective of what Government happens
to be in power. Any Government in power
today operates uhider difficult conditions.
There is only a certain amount of material
available to go into the common pool for
work such as the member for Middle Swan
mentioned, and that material is allocated
according to priority of work, Had the
hon. member's statement about the number
of jobs completed in his electorate been cor-
ret it would have meant that his district
had been allocated more than its fair share
of material, which could have been done
only at the *expense of some other district
that had at all events an equal claim on the
limited supplies of material and manpower.

M:. Grayd en: Every part of the State
has benefited.

Mr. HOAR: This is not a Government
for Mliddle Swan, but for Western Aus-
tralia and every Legislative Assembly eec-
'torate has an equal claim on the Govern-
ment.' The hion. member did not impress me
with the case he put forward for the Gov-
ernment, but made me wonder what had
happened to the £:78,000 earmarked by the
previous Government for the Bridgetown
water scheme. Has this Government in-
vested that money in a long-term security
loan, or something of that sort! No-one
has beard anything of it since this Govern-
ment came into power.

Mv. Grayden: Do you criticise expendi-
ture on schools?

Mr. HOAR: I am talking about a water
supp'y.

Mr.' Grayden: You were talking about
schools.I

Mr. HiOAR: I do not think the hon,
member knows what he is talking about.
His statements made me wonder whether
he had received too muchi material from
the common pool to the detriment of a num-
ber of important works in other districts.

Another matter wbtc h has been hanging
fire in my particular district for 17 months
is the new school at Boyap Brook. I know
it hail the highest priority under the pre-
vious Government, -but nothing has been
done yet. It is true it is to be commenced
in a very short time but it should not take
a Government 17 months to make up its
mind dir such a matter, especially after the
project had been given the highest priority
by tbe previous Government and was an
educatjonal necessity to the district.

The same sort of thing is happening with
regard to a. site at Brlidgetown. According
to the Education Department there is only
one site and yet it has not been selected,
and s:) the project cannot be put in hand.
I am quoting instapeces, as have other mem-
bers, where promises have been made to do
work in particular districts and yet nothing
has been done. If what the member for
Mliddle 'Swan said is true, it appears to me
that this Government has -concentrated its
energies in some parts of the iState to the
detriment of others, which had high priori-
ties under the previous Government-

Mr, Grayden: That i& not so.
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Mr. HOAft: If it is so, it is not the way
to justify the Government for its 17 months
in office.

Mr. Grayden: That is completely untrue.

Mr. HOAR: The member for Middle
Swvan, by his wild attack, was attempting to
bolster up a weak Government, and so weak
was the case he presented on that occasion
that even the Premier was seen to bow his
head in shame. It was also, designed to dis-
credit the previous Labour Government, but
I would tell the boa, member or anyone else
who thinks as he does, that it wvill take a lot
more than a few cheap jibes to underrate
the value of the work put in hand by the
previous Labour Government. Those work.
have undoubtedly been of great value to this
State.

Mr. Urayden: Wbqt it did not do'

Mr. HOAR: I was mare than disgusted
with the general contribution of the hon.
meniber, and the fact that he also made Per-
sonal and poinited references to members on
this side of the House. He practically ac-
cused all of us as lbeing so steeped in Comn-
mnunism as to be at the very least sympa-
thetic to conmmunistic ideas. I would have
thought the lion, member would have taken
tin earlier opportunity to retract his state-
ment because no more atrocious and
insultin- lie could have been told. He could
not have insulted me any more had he called
me a Liberal. 1 will tell the Hion. member
also, while T am on the job, that the Labour
Party has no room at all in its ranks for
either commnunists or Liberals and its
polivy has been built up over the years in aI
hard way. That was a sheer necessity
because the Labour Party had to fight every
inch of the way against those interests which
the Libaral Party now represents, in' order
that a little decency and better working con-
ditions might bpeome the lot of those on the
lower rungs of society. That has been
Labour', work in the pat-

Mr. G;rayden: Do you not think science
had a little to do4 with it?

Mr. HOAR: The work goes on just the
same, not hy communistic methods, but
by vconstitutional means. Occasionally we
have been peormitted by the people of the
c-ountry" to) bring in sonic part of our policy
and we claim to be decent people. We aro
honourable people, and do not like to be
;nstilted by any political mediocrity. I now

wish to talk on something a little more
interesting.

21r. (hayden: Set us an example.

Mr. HOAR: 1 will touch on some as-
pects of the Government's transport policy
as it applies to railways and bus services
and as it affects my district. First of nil,
I wish to give full praise to the previous
Labour Government for initiating r-ad hr-
services to act as feeders to the railway
system, and also to give credit to this (joN-
erment for continuing that policy. People
in outback areas have suffered tremendomly
in past yecars as a result of not having suit-
able, last, and comfortable means of trans-
port. I do believe, in spite of various
criticisms I have beard in connection with
roadl services, that They should remain with
us. I have heard it said they are only to
be considered as a temporary measure ,I,
expedientI but I venture to hope that they'
will become a permanent part of our trans-
port system.

Hon. A. 11. Panton called attention to
the state of the House.

Hells rung and a quoruim forned.

Mr. hlOAR : The addition Of bus service'
ii) the transport System is of great value to
the State as a whole and in particular to
the outback areas. I have in mind the tivople
of sueh :in area as Northelitfe, who live 239
miles from Perth. Those people have had
aI particularly rough time in the past owinL
to old] and slow passenger trains. In fact, all
the intermevdiate stations between North-
cliffe and Perth have had the same trouble-

Sto aI lesser degree according- to their di-
lances. The orig-inal passenger trains used to
leave Northcliffe at 7.5 a.mn. and arrive in
Perth at 7.50 p.m. That was a total of 12
hours 45 minutes for a distance of 239
miles, which is approximately 18 miles per
hour' Now that the bus service is in opera-
tion 12-4 miles are done by bus to finabury
and 115 miles from Bunboury t o Perth by'
fast train and this eliminats :3 hours 45
minutes from the trip which now averagi-
24 miles; per hour as against 18 miles per
hour. It is a fast and comfortable means (di
travelling- and has been of great benefit to
the people of the outback areas.

Although this is so I call the Ministpr's
attention to a number of disabilities arising
from the improved service as it affects my
district, and I think a numbei of other dis-
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tricts are similarly situated. The first point
is in regard to fares. The Railway Depart-
ment informed me that railway fares-that
is until the present increase--were 2d. per
mile first class and 1'Ad. second class.
The road buses are run at 1§ pence per mile
from Bunbury to Perth, and 2d. per mile
south of Bunbury, which, of course, covers
the area in which I am particularly interest-
ed. We now appear to be living in times
when everyone accepts the principal of
increases of rail fares and other things. The
people of Northeliffe are now callcd upon
to pay 8s. 9d. more to travel 124 miles to
Bunbury than they previously had to pay for
a second class train fare for the same distance.
This increase represents almost twice the
increase that is now being paid by people
who live between Bunbury and Perth, who
have alternative means of transport, which
the Northcliffe people have not, and who
can now travel by road bus from Bunbury
to Perth for IU pence per mile.

In the statement of the increase of fares
and freighlts published in "The West Aus-
tralian" today, it may be seen that, in re-
gard to freights such as superphosphate,
the further they are transported from
Perth, the lower is the charge per mile,
which, to my way of thinking, is a sound
proposition, and I hold that the same prin-
ciple should apply to passenger fares. To-
day, however, we have people living in the
lower South-West who are called upon to
pay more peace per mile than those living-
between Bunbury and Perth, which seems
to be tin injustice. If there is to be any
discrimination between districts, it should
always be in favour of the people living-
furthest from the metropolitan area and
its amenities.

Another matter has been brought to my
notice in connection with road bus services.
Possibly it was too trivial to bring before
the Minister.

The Minister for Railways: Nothing is
too trivial.

Mr. HOAR: I think it a good idea to find
out what is taking place and how the people
on the spot are affected. The old train
service was frequently used by people of
Pemberton to do a day's shopping in Man-
jimup. They possibly had other means 0!

travelling to Manjimup in the mnfrning, but
would catch a train back to Pemberton at

night. The fare was a couple of shillings or
so and it is important that they should have
this opportunity. Today, with only a bus
service operating, the cost is 7s., which is
a fair amount of money to pay for a day's
shopping. We are all aware of the increase
of fares and freights that is being thrust
upon us as from today. That, however,
is the Government's policy and is its re-
sponsibility, but I impress up~on the Mini-
iter-though I know it is difficult to sug-

gest coincession fares-that quite a number
of disabilities have been occasioned by the
abolition of passenger trains and that it
might be worth considering this matter as
it applies to outback countity people in
particular.

The passenger trains used to convey to
small sidings servicing the farming areas
parcels of meat, bread, groceries and such-
like goods, but now that the trains have been
cut out, the peop~le have been denied that
service. We all realise that farmers can-
not afford to go into the town two or three
times a week for bread and meat and that
some arrangement must be made to get
those necessities of life to the people on
the land. I do not think the -Minister is
aware of this fact, but I have come to ain
agreement with his department that the
road bus luggage carriers shall undertake
this work in my district until some other ar-
rangement can be made. They will service
alt the sidings south of Manijimp, but in
doing so they are compelled, I am informed,
to charge full parcel rates, which I think is
something not only excessive, bitt an imposi-
tion. If a man has to pay futll parcel rates
to transport a loaf of bread or a leg- of
mutton from Manjimap to any siding be-
tween that town and Pemberton, the article
wvill cost a lot of money before he receives
it. I believe it would lie a proper gesture on
the part of the Minister to make sonic con-
cessional rate applicable to the carriage of
foodstuffs.

As a result of the introduction of road
bus services, the question arises as to who
shall control the roads used by the buses.
When a road connects two towns and is
used by the bus services, it should
definitely be declared a main road, and the
road hoard concerned should be relieved of
all responsibility for its maintenance. I
have in mind particularly the road running
from Pembherton about 22 miles to North-
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eliffe. The road was built in the early days
to serve an area which it was thought
would grow rapidl 'y hut, because the road
passes through large karri areas, it was
madie narrow. Instead of cutting down a
number of large trees, the road winds around
and, as a consequence, there must he 20
or 30 dangerous places where visibility is
entirely lacking.

The maintenance of this road has been
the responsibility of the Manjimutp Road
Board, hut the task has proved too great
and is now made worse by the heavy rail-
way bus traffic that uses it. So serious is
the risk to other transport on the road that
the doctor resident at Pemberton has had to
alter ik visiting days to Northcliffe because
he does not care to face the danzer fromt
buses using that road, The Minister for
Railways and the Minister responsible for
roas should get their heads; together and
stee whether the section of the road from
Pemberton to 'Northeliffe cannot be d4elared
a main road immediately. T am aware that
this year a sum of money has; been allocated
to the road hoard for work on this road.
hut thant does nothing at all towards, cuitting
out the danger- that exiqts when vehicles
meet a bus travellingr in the opposite dlirer-
tion. This is a very serious matter; it is
one that was; taklen lip liy me on behalf otr
the road hoard previously. hut wilhout suc-
ess. At least two of the bus drivers hanve
told ie that in their opinion the road is
veryv dangrerous, and that should be enougrh
to satisfy the Mfinister that somethina
shouild hie donep in the way of declarinr thep
road a manin road which, in fact, it actually
is.

T now wish to eypress the hope that the
now ideat of provirir road bus services is
not going to lend to the development of a
Government mentality that will deny to us
future railway expansion-

The Mfinister for "Railways: No.

Mr. HTOAR: I am glad to hear that, T
recollect baring seen some statement that it
might be necessary for the Giovernment, in
parts where road services. have been made
available, to dispense -with or abandon the
particular spur lines, involved. T hope that
is; not going to he the policy' of the Glovern-
meat. A State of the size of Western An~-
tralia cannot possibly he developed as it
should be without the aid of rail transport.

The "Minister for Railways: I had in
miind a particular line that would make the
journey to Perth 100 miles longer than a
short road would make it.

11r. HOAR: I ace. That is an interest-
ing point. There is another matter to which
I hope the Minister will give attention
whilst he is considering this matter; that is,
that there should he rail connection between
Northcliffe and Nornalup. This is a matter
that has been presented on numerous at'-
easlons to various Governments, without
success; but we know now that this State,
if it is to do any good at all, must have an
expanding population. We are encouraging
that for nll we are worth, hut we have to
realise that all these immigrants cannot en-
ter into our sceondary industries or stay in
the metropolitan area. There must be a big
flow of immigrants to the lower South-West
right away down past Northcliffe on the
road to Nornalup. In that area there are!
probably several hundreds of square miles
that today hardly carry a person, hut that
one dlay-in the not too distant future--will
carry a substantial population, unless I am
making a very grave mistake, and I do not
think I am. There is no transport service
available for that area at present.

We have a very fine railway system when]
one considers that we have a population of
only half a million people to pay for it, We
have a line running from Perh as far as
North cliffe. We have another running from
Perth to Albany, along the coast through
Depnmark on to Nornalup, but there it stops.
All that is required is to construct .55 miles
to make a complete circuit; and that would
cater for the whole of this area which T men-
tioned and for which today no transport is
available. It will be a costly undertaking,
hut why should we worry about the cos;t of
undertakings of that nature? We cannot
ever hope to pay for our railways.

MUr. Hill: The cost of that line would
about equal the cost of the new Causeway.

Mr. HOAR: That is a mere haegatelle in
contrast to the development of that part of
the State. We make a mistake in criticis-
ing the condition of our railways and the
fact that we always have a deficit. No-one
with sense would imagine for a moment
that half a million people living in a State
with more mniles of railway than there are
iii England could pay for them, as against
45,000,000 people in England.
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The M7tinister for Railways: More miles
per head of population.

Mr. HOAR: That is the whole secret.
When I hear people talking about our de-
ficit;, it loaves mEd cold. Any Government in
these days that does not incur a deficit is not
a progressive Government. Deficits are some-
thing we should not have to worry about.
We might debate the manner in which the
deficit was incurred but certainly not the
amount of money involved.

The Acting Premier: We shall 'be able
to oblige you all right.

Mr. 110 AR: It is the use of the money
about which I am concerned. One might
become critical of the manner in which a
deficit has been incurred, but I would like
members to get out of their minds the
thought that there is need for worry as to
whether the railways make a profit or not.
The railways paid for themselves when they
were built. The labour of the people who
built thenm paid for them in the first place.

The Acting Premier: I wish you could
convince the Prime 'Minister on that point.

_Mr. HO0AR: I would like to hear more
support from the Acting Premier's col-
leagues and from the Liberal Party, so far
as a change of the financiatl system is eou-
cerned, to bring that about. That is the
only way in which it can b)e done. So
lung as wve tie ourselves down to the pre-
sent financial system, so long as we regard
every penny spent ats a debt to he re-
covered with interest compounded, so long
shall we be hampered in the construction
of public works. That is the answer and,
if thle Acting Premier is beg-inning to think
along those line;, I imagine that the mem-
ber for 'Murchison must have' made an ex-
ceedingly good impression on his mind seine
two weeks ago. There is rio question at
all on this score. Once we break away
from our present financial system, wue tan
have railways.

I guarantee that if this country were
existing in a simple way, with no monetary
system whatever and using barter, as other
people previously did perhaps thousands
of years ago, and we wanted to build a
railway and had the necessary materials
and manpower to do so, we would get the
railway without fail, and without any debt
on it. But we have tied ourselves to and al-
lowed ourselves to be influenced by this

financial system which has grown up over
the years, and so every time we wish to
expand our railways or build public works,
we find ourselves getting further into debt.
The sooner the Premier and his colleagues
break away from this system the sooner
shall we be able to develop the State in the
way in w)hich it should be developed. It
is nonsense to think that we should not
have all these works and undertakings be-
cause we have only half a million of people
to pay for them. If I have sufficiently im-
pressed on the Minister for Railways that
he should give consideration to the connect-
ing up of Northeliffe with Nornalup, I shall
be sartisfied that I have done a good job.

We have heard references tonight to the
mecrits and demerits of the harbours at
Bunbury and Albany, and I have the ut-
most sympathy with the memnber for Bun-
bury in the treatment that has been meted
out to him. N evertheless, I am of the
opinion, and have been for many years,
thkt Albany is a neglected harbour. There
is no qluestion ahout its capacity to handle
all kinds of ships, including refrigerated
cargoes, but when the harbour works were
under consideration and estimates were
being prepared in connection with the pend-
ing- developmental plan, I think any Gov-

emrinent with vision would have included in
its plans the building of such a railway as
I herve mentioned between Northcliffe and
-Nornalup, because that country wilt receive
a large number of people. People are com-
ing down that -way all the time and are
going, further and further south. Timber
also is being- obtained from that area. The
country south of Mfanjiniup and south-east
of 'Northeliffe, stretching down to Walnole
and N.ornalip, is as, much the hinterland
of Albany as, are Katanning, Wagin and
other places.

The Acting Premtier: Quite right. -

Mr. BOAR; 1t is the natural place for
the flow of goods and services to move to
and from. If -we can have that railway
completed, we shall have done something
towards taking the produce down from a
point that would have to be determined.
A poinit perhaps from the MYaujimup south
or perhaps even a little further south,
but somec point exists there from which
it would pay handsomely to utilise the new
stretch of line in the direction of its natural
port, Albany. The sooner we Can get our
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produce through that way, rather than
send it to Bunbury or Fremantle, the bet-
ter. I hope the Minister wvill give serious
consideration to my suggestion and so bene-
lit the many thousands of people that we
hope and believe will settle in that part of
the South-West.

MR. CORNELL (Avon) [10.18] : I re-
gret Very much having to iniliet myself Onl
the House at this late hour, but it is a ease
of nlow or never. Before ranking my modest
contribution to the debate, I offer my eon-
gratulation-, to the Clerk of the Rouse on
his preferment. I also congratulate the
other offlcers who have stepped up as a
result 6f his elevation to that position. As
a member of rather short duration, I wish
to proffer my thanks to the officers of the
House for their quiet courtesy and effective
service rendered to mie. I desire also to
congratulate those members who have beern
honioured by His "Majesty the King since
the House last met, particularly Sir Charles
Latbam, Sir Norbert Keemnan and the mem-
ber for Leederville. All these gentlemen
have contributed to the public life of the
State arid thle hionour bestowed on them is
richly merited.

Having heard members speaking rather
volubly during the progress of the debate,
l think a new order ought to be created and
some members should be invested with the
order of the "Ear-basher." The Address-in-
reply debate is one, so I amt told, where a
mnember ean blow off steam and no-one
listensq to him and lie does not get very far.
However, it is a fascinating subject and I,
like others who have gone before me, claim
license to do the same. 'Man ,y subjects have
been discussed here which do no 't appear
in the Lieuft.-flovcrnor's Speech and I do
not think ever will. But, as I have said, it
is one of the privileges we are allowed and
,of which we take the fullest advantage.

I offer the member for Collie my con-
g-ratulations onl a most informative speech.
I propose to accept his invitation to visit
Collie; and if lie can find a hole big enough
to take me, I will go down that, too. I
would also like to express my regret at the
continued illness of the member for Hanl-
nuns, anid onf behalf of myself and my col-
leogues, wish him a. speedy recovery. Dur-
ing the brief period I have been here I have

made mniiy friendships onl both sides of the
House, which 1 hope will endure in years
to come. I think that with all the faults
of the Parliamentary system, the friendships
we make here are such as will stand the
test of time.

'These days it is the custom for all sorts-
of bric-a-brac to contain slogans. Recently
I was presented with a miatch box which ear-
ied the inevitable slogan, this one reading,
"A politicianL is a man who stands for what
he thinks the public will fall for." To a
large extent, in my brief experience of
political life, I think that is true. This
political game seems to be a peculiar mix-
up, in which there is a certain amount of
jockeying; a waiting for someone to die.
Those involved in it intrigue and push and
jockey for position, and eventually some-
one gets there to the chagrin of those
who do not. It is a game in which body-
line is jplayed to a considerable degree. It
is fairly ruthless and there are no beg par-
(Loils and yet, despite its shortcomings, I
do not know a better system than the Par-
lianmentary set-nip and the average Austra-
hian seems to like his politics that way.

Many of us who have attained Parlia-
mentary lionours for the first time have,
in the past, looked at them from afar; but
whenl they have come to our grasp they have
lost that very fine flavour which unattain-
meat arid distance seemed to lend them. I
duresay all new members will agree with
me in thaqt regard. These days, in the burly-
burly of politics, there seems% to be a
technique of condemning political oppon-
eats; and then, .haviag'won one's point on
that policy of condemnation and belted
them to leg on certain issues, promptly to
proceed to imiplemenit the issues that have
been so soundly condemned. Price contLrol
is a ease in point. When I went on the
hua'tings for a short time in advocacy of the
"No" ease, like maay other speakers of my
party, I pointed out rather forcihly to the
public that the States did possess the
necessary power to control prices, and that
we did in fact have on the statute book in
Western Australia a measure called the
Profiteering Prevention Act which could
and would be implemented should the "No"
vote he carried.

Yet when the "No" vote was duly carried
after a successful fight, won to a large de-
gree on this particular point, we proceeded
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to kick down the principal props of our
argument. We promptly strapped the
Profiteering Prevention Act and a new
measure was born, of very short gestation,
and is now at the moment in process of
being, as my Labour friends would say,
emasculated in another pla'e. Another
strong prop that we used at referendum
time was the question of the pernicious sys-
tem of profit control as against price con-
trol. It became Stich a bogey that mothers
used to frighten their children with it,

The Acting Premier; That wvas your
Specialty!

Mr. CORNELL: However, under the
legislation which is now mooted the system
of profit control we so roundly condemned
at referendum time appears to ha with us
still; and I think, that like the poor, it wvilt
continue to be with us.

I am rather like the Swiss Admiral
who had a uniform but no navy. I
am a member of Parliament but have
no seat! This redistribution of seats
has created some sort of interest in Parlia-
mentary issues, and never since they left the
Army have so many members done so much
miap-reading as in the past 28 days. Some
members are "boundary happy." At the
present time they are cogitating how they
shall convince the electoral commissioners
that their decision was not righbt. But I
think that, like Mandrake, they will have to
produce something extraordinary out of the
hat before the commissioners will take a
great deal of notice of them. I think that
a man who enters polities should be a fatal-
ist, and prepared to take what conies.
Though I have no seat, I shall make the
best of things in due course.

Members of this House have no doubt
heard of the Yan-amony-Merredin railway.'
This is the first time I have mentioned it,
but I think that some of my predecessors
have done so. Older members here must
have thought it had gone into the limbo of
the past but I propose to refer to it not
with the idea that it will be implemented,
bat to indicate the disabilities suffered by
the farmers in that area wvho went on the
land on the, distinct promise that the rail-
way would service them. Settlers in that
area have unqueStionably suffered great
hardships through the railway not having
been constructed. They were set on the laud
under the distinct promise that the line
would be built from Yarramony to Merre-

din and the survey was made. Since then,
nothing has happened. To my mind some-
thing should be done in easement of the
difficulties being experienced by the farmn-
ers in that area, who for upwards of 40
years have suffered innumerable hardships
through the non-implementation of a
promise by a Government to build that
railway. They have had to cart wheat for
a distance of 24 or 25 miles as a result of
a promise that did not materialise.

The latest proposition submiiaed by
farmers in that area is for the construction
of bulk bins at Yorkrakine and Iiodj IKed-
jin, and now the people of North Baandee
have submitted a request that some form of
bulk installation should be made available to
them. The Yorkrakie people require the
construction of two bulk bins, and it is
estimated on a conservativc basis that the
production of the Yorkrakine area alone
would be 400,000 bushels and figures have
been produced to prove that contention. The
yield from the Kodj Kodjin area is esti-
mated at 60,000 bushels and at North
Baandee, 92,000 bushels. I favour the in-
stallation of these bins because they will,
in some small measure, ease the position of
those men who wvent on the land there with
the distinct promise that a railway service
would be provided. The installation of the
bins, although moderately expensive, is in-
finitesimual when compared wiith what it has
cost th armners to cart their wheat since
they v; at on the land upwards of 45 years
ago.-

The matter has been submitted to Co-
operative Bulk Handling Ltd., but it has
not, I regret to say, received a very favour-
alble reception. However, it is still under
consideration and I hope that in due course
something will be done to provide bulk-
handling facilities there. In lieu of them
it is Suggested that a carting subsidy be
introduced under which the farmers would]
receive a subsidy for hauling their produce
to the rail and their requirements from the
rail. That is only scratching the surface and
is by no means a permanent solution. It
could be revoked at any time. I strongly
support the r-equest of the farmers for the
installation of bulk-handling facilities.

Seasonal conditions in this State until the
last fortnight have been precarious. The
value of the recent rains to the wvheatbelt
cannot be overestimated. From Kellerber-
rn to Merredin, crops are quite good and
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with further rains should finish well. There
is also a reasonable reserve of feed. The
water position in this area is quite satis-
factory because the district is serviced bjy
the Eastern Gioldfields water supply scheme.
East of 'Merredin to Southern Cross the
(top position is not good, and there is no
reserve of feed. East of Walgoolan, which
is in the territory of the member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie, the position is not good.
Around Nungarjn the crops have improved
as a result of the last rains, but they are
by no means what they might be. Late rains
are essential. This district, too, is reason-
ably well off for water as local reticulation
in the main serves the distriot. In the
non-reticulated. areas the water supplies
mnust give cause for grave concern. Unless
we get heavy downfalls. of rain ats the sea-
son continues water will be a problem of
no small magnitude. The Norembeen area,
whirh is served to a large degree by a local
reticulation scheme, is in reasonably had
ishape. The damn is about only half full.

The opening wool sales in the Eastern
States, have giveni every indication that the
high prices which characterised last season
will again hold. That these good wool prices
will continue appears to have been well
realised by some characters who frequent
the wheatbelt, namely, the wandering Jews.
They bear down on unsuspecting farmers
and buy their wool clips; on the farm. They
have already been operating in and around
the Kell erbcrri n-Yorkr akine area-amongst
others-and have bought wool clips there
at 48d. and 51d. They have also offered -up
to 6i0d. for fleece wool to one farmer, who,
however, turned down the offer. One of
these wandering Jews last year collected a
grout rake-off by buying wool from the
more gullible farmers.

One fanner in the 'Merredin district sold,
early on, :30 bales for 14d., and it is known
they were later disposed of by the Jew
buyer at 30d, In another ease S0d. was
paid for a wool clip which realised 45d.
and in another 38(1. was paid and S6d. was
later realised. It is reliably stated that
this particular buyer, out of 12 or 15 clips
which lie purchased in the Merredin area,
netted roughly £5,000 profit. I quite realise
that -wP cannot legislate for fools, bnt there
are still some people who should be pro-
tected from themnselves. The member for
Beverley has advocated that the Crimes Act
be instituted against his communistic friends.

Mr. Bovell: They are not his friends.
Mr. CORNELL: I do not know. Some-

tinmes hie refers to them in rather endearing
terms, I am unable to agree with the mem-
ber for Middle Swan, who, in the course of
his remarks, more or less stated that every
mnemiber of the Labour Party was a com-
munist, because their religious and other
backgrounds arc incompatible with the
communist philosophy.

Mr. Orayden: They must have changed
their opinions in the last few months.

MrY. CORNELL: I wvish at this stage to
associate myself with the remarks of the
member for Beverley by paying a tribute to
the Roman Catholic Church for its stand
against Communism. There has been no
equivocation in its attitude towards the Com-
munist mnenace, I -only wish the other
churches had been as forthright in this re-
gard. There is, of course, the cash register
"Commo," who is a communist because it
pays him to be one, We find him in every
section of the community. There is one in
my district. He is supposed to act in good
faith for the rest; of his comrades, and is
responsible for the dissemination of the
communistic progaganda supplied from the
East. I undei~tand from a reliable author-
ity that he only distributes the propaganda
whic-h suits his hook. There is much which
comes fromn the East which he conveniently
storeos away in a corner of a shed on his
farmn, nod it never sees the light of day.

M 1r. Reynolds: Have you been delving in-
to it ?

Mr. CORNELL: 'My scouts have. Some
criticism has been levelledl at the medical
profession for non-co-operation with the
Pharmaceutical Benefits Act. In South Aus-
tralia not one doctor, so we are told, is using
the fornulary. In this State very few are
using it, and one wvho is, is a communist, and
another is some other sort of "isL" I have
a great admiration for country medical prac-
titioners, many of whom carry on single-
handed 'and work long hours; attending to
the requirements of the distncets sick. In
my private capacity I have kept the books
of several medical praatitioncrs in the
country, and I know the amount of money
they write off per annum is considerable.

Mr. Reynolds:- Tell us of the money they
do. not write off.

Mr. CORNELL: The quantity of free
work they do is also considerable. There is
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a tendency these days to label the doctor
as a big bad wolf. I have the greatest ad-
mniration foi the country practitioner, any-
how. I quote front a letter written to "The
London Times" by a doctor in England who,
is in much the same position as are many of
our practitioners. It is as follows:-

During the last seven clays, in addition to
my ordinary daily work as a country doctor,
which means long hours of motoring, visits and
surgery attendances, I have been called upon
to issue medlical certificates for (1) vacuum
fla'ks, (2) c-orsetsg,. (3) coal, (4) brasiieres,
(a) hot-water bottles, (6) elastic stockings,
(7) outside shoes, (8) milk, (0) eggs, (10)
clothing coupons for expectant mothers, (11)
overseas travel, (12) seessful vaccination and
inoculation, (13) ehlre' family allowance,
(14) glucose, (15) Hlorlicks, (16J) brandy,
(17) whisky, (1S) petrol and (19) paraffin
Portlier to this, all1 my ''paye1 '' patients when
sick demand a. duplicate certificate for their
employer if they are employed in any govern.
inert or municipal work, otherwise they lose
some of their sick benefit.

My real work-treating the sick-is becoun-
ing of secondary imiportauce.

Mr. Oraham: Do you know that they have
operated a free medicine scheme in Great
Britain for some time.'

Mr. CORNELL: The hon. member should
talk to some of the panel doctors who have
tried so make a living there.

Mr. Giraham: It has been operating for
only two months.

Mr. CORNELL: There was a scheme in
operation before that, but it could not be
described as satisfactory. I think Dr.
(Cronin's book adequately covers the panel
.system in Great Britain and does not showv
it as being entirely successful. The member
for York mentioned the serious financial
plight of country hospitals generally. They
are finding- it almiost impossible to maintaini
finanvial equilibrium. The payment of hos-
pital benefits ily the Commonwealth Govern-
ment wvas based on 6s. per day. Later, that
was inereased slightly and it has now been
promised that it will be steplped up to 8s.
per day. However, in conjunction with
rising costs it has adversely affected the fin-
ances; of many hospitals.

The increase of 2s. per day hinted at by
Mr. Chifley may not reach that figure in the
ease of some hospitals. In January last the
increase to 6s. per day was made retrospec-
tive to the 1st July, 1947, and that improved
what prior to that was a most unsatisfactory
position. It must not be assumed that all
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hospitals receive 6s. per (lay for the treat-
ineat of public ward patients, as they re-
ceive it only for intermediate and private
eases. The 6s, per day is the basis of eon-
tribut~on by the Commonwealth to the States
and p~ublic hospitals receive amounts that
vary a good deal and bear a relationship to
their collections in certain base years. The
Kellerberrin Hospital receives 9s. 4d. per
dlay for every public ward patient treated.

Mr. Reynolds: Some hospitals receive up
to 14s. per day.

iMr. CORNELL: Yes, the Quairading
Hospital receives 9s. per dlay, the Cander-
dini llospital 12s. 2d. per dlay, and so on.
I might mention that the Royal Perth Hos-
p~itall receives only 4s. lid, per day for each
patient, and the Wooroloc Sanatorium 2s.
4d. per day.

Mr. Reynolds: Their costs are different,
as they have a higher bed average.

Mr. Bovell: You could not keep a patient
in hospital for 2s. 11d. per day.

Mr.' CORNELL: That is so. The cost of
conducting the Wooroloo Sanatorium is 22s.
per pztient per day.

Mr. Reynolds: That is on a different basis
altogether.

Mr. CORNELL: Like Houdini, the maem-
ber for Forrest could get out of anything.
Whilst some individual country hospitals are
treating more patients per year now than
pre-wvar, the reverse is sometimes the case.
As a conmparison, I will take the period
from .Ianuary, to Junie, 1940, as compared
with the year ending the 30th June last. The
total number of patients treated during that
period in Government hospitals in the
country districts was 498 per day, and for
the year ended the :30th Junie, 1948, it was
551, all increase of 10 per cent. In com-
mittee hospitals iii the country for the period
January to June, 19)40, 460 in patients were
treated each day. For the year ended the
30th June, 1948, the fig~ure was 471, a
negligible increase. I understand that the
increase in aetropolitan hospitals over those
two periods has been greater, and the same
applies to the Wooroloo Sanatorium, the
figures in that ease being 210 for the fin-
ancial -year just enided as compared with 141
in 1940.

It can be seen that in the aggregate the
patronage of country hospitals has shown
no appreciable increase in the past ten
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years. The Government has an obligation crease in the bed average, the average in the
to honour in respect of those hospitals,
many of which are outmoded and are carry-
ing on with antiquated equipment. At the
Kellerberrin hospital additional ward accom-
modation is needed. In the present kitchen,
measuring l5ft. x l2ft., the cook has to pre-
pare meals for approximately 40 persons,
including patients and staff. Some of the
domestics occupy cubicles constructed under
the verandahs, while others are housed in
the isolation block, which is thus obviously
not available for the patients for whom it
was built. A hot water system is also ur-
gently required there. Most country hos-
pitals are deficient in one respect or an-
other; some are not even sewered.

The cost of running hospitals has reached
an all-time high. In 1939, of the 55 comn-
mittee-controlled hospitals, 24 per cent, cost
over £1 per patient per day to conduct, Of
that 24 per cent, all but 6 per cent, were
small institutions with less than three oc-
cupied bed. Ten years later 83 per cent.
of committee hospitals were costing 20s.
per day or more to run and of that figure
the number of hospitals of three beds or
less was only six per cent. According to
figures just released, there are 28 Govern-
ment hospitals in the country. Of that
number, 19 are costing more than £1l per
patient per day to operate, whilst two are
costing 19s. 7d. and 19s. 10d. respectively.
In 1939 only five hospitals--all of them in
the North-West-were run at a cost in ex-
cess of £1 per patient per day. A perusal
of hospital costs discloses that all hospitals,
irrespective of location, are affected by. the
rising costs spiral.

From the statistics of committee and Gov-
ernment hospitals, I have taken at random
a few and have analysed their respective
costs. The figures are interesting. In 1939
the Pinjarra hospital cost 10s. 6d.* per
patient per day, and in 1948 the cost was
25s. 7d. At the Kellerberrin hospital the
cost per patient in 1939 was 12s. per day,
and in 1948, 15s. 7d. At Yarloop in 1939
the cost was 12s. 2d. and in 1948 it was
22s. 4d. At Bridgetown in 1939 the cost
was 12s. 10d. and today it is 22s. 3d. At
Harvey the cost in 1939 was 14s. 7d. and
today it is 23s. 5d. At M1anjirnup in 1939
the cost was 14s. 4d., while today it is 19s.
4d. With the exception of Kellerberrin,
which has experienced a 57 per cent, in-

case of the other hospitals quoted has retro-
gressed or increased only slightly. The
same story applies to Government hospitals
in the country, and in that case the increase
in costs was possibly more steep than in the
ease of committee hospitals. The follow-
ing table shows the cost to Government hos-
pitals:-

1939 1938
Cost cost

Avenage s. d. Average s. d.
Geraldton .. 45 8 5 40 19 7
Narrogi - 27 9 1 31 17 4
Collie .. 32 9 8 39 19 9
Northam -. 51 12 0 53 20 8
Eusselton .. 24 12 3 19 21 5

Mr. Hegney: What do the costs include I

Mr. CORNELL: Those are the mainten-
ance costs only, but they are based on what
it costs Per day per patient and for every
patient treated in the hospital. In the Kal-
goorlie hospital the 1939 cost was 13s. ana
the 1948 cost 21s. During the same period,
the cost of maintaining the Wooroloo Sana-
torium increased from 10s. 6d. to 22s. and
in the metropolitan area the King Edward
Memorial Hospital increased from sa. O08.
to 24s. 7d. per day.

Under the provisions of the Hospital
Fund Act of 1980, a revenue tax of 1y 2d. in
the pound on gross incomes was collected
for the benefit of public hospitals:' WVith
the introduction of uniform taxation, this
impost was suspended and, as part of the
consequential financial adjustments between
the Commonwealth and this State, the pro-
ceeds of the hospital fund taxation were
fixed at £E215,750 per annum. Had not the
provisions of this tax been suspended, it is
reasonable to assume that, with the present
buoyant state of affairs generally, it would
have been in excess of this pegged figure.
This amount is inadequate by at least 40
per cent, because during the 1946-47 period
£169,000 bad to be added to the pegged
amount to enable hospitals to be financed.

The purpose of the Commonwealth Ilos-
pitol Benefits Act was to provide free hos-
pitalisation for all those who elected to
occupy a public bed. It was stated clearly
that it was not implemented with a desire
to assist hospital funds. It was designed
solely to benefit the finances of the patient.
As was forecast when the scheme was
mooted, it has caused persons who ordinarily
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would occupy a private or intermediate bed
to become public ward patients; also people
now more readily seek admission to hos-
pitals where previously they were content
to be treated at home.

Mr-. Reynolds: The population has in-
creased.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The average collec-
tion was only 5s. 10d. when it was intro-
duced.

Mr. CORNELL: Not that any exception
can be taken to the change in the people's
attitude to hospital treatment but, so far
as the Commonwealth is concerned, it did
not do what, after having introduced those
benefits, should have been its obvious duty,'
namely to modernise hospitals and so equip
them to meet the added demand.

Mr. Graham: But they do not want to
encroach too far on the State's rights.

Air. Smith: They should take over all
social services.

Mr. CORNELL: In 1942-43 the total
number of public ward days was 702,000,
whilst intermediate ward days totalled
66,000, a grand total of 768,000. In the
next year, 1943-44, public ward days were
682,000 and intermediate ward days were
85,000, a total of 767,000 days. In 1046-
47 the position was-public ward days
730,000, intermediate ward days 52,000.

Mir. Reynolds: Are you quoting some
figures which I used?

Mr. CORNELL: Although the over-all in-
crease is small, as has been previously men-
tioned, the drift of patients from inter-
mediate to public beds has been particu-
larly marked and a reduction of approxi-
nately 40 per cent, is noted in the number
of intermediate patients. With more pros-
perous times the number of paying patients
was on the increase. The Hospital Benefits
Act has reversed this tendency to a re-
markabl -idegree.

Hon. A. H. Panton: As a matter of fact
you cannot get into a privife hospital to-
day.

Mr. CORNELL: It is obvious that, as
has been the ease with other services, an
increase in the price of hospitalisation
would have taken place, but with the ad-
vent of the Hospital Benefits Act any such
increases would have been nullified because

pital. benefits contribution would have to
be accepted in full discharge of the pa-
tienVs liability. Had the Commonwealth
refrained from this form of social service,
hospital charges would obviously have been
increased to a figure in the vicinity of the
cost of providing a hospital service and,
havin g regard to existing conditions, the
collect ion of -such additional fees would
have been feasible. In his report for the
year ended the 30th June, 1947, the Under
Secretary for the Department of Public
H-ealth estimated the loss for that year to
this State as being directly attributable to
the Hospital Benefits Act at £158,000. Like
many other Commonwealth schemes for
social -services the Hospital Benefits Act is
a half-baked thing imposing on the State
additional financial burden. If the Com-
monwealth desires to provide the people
with free hospitalisation its obvious duty
is to take over the institutions necessary
to provide these social services.

Mr. Smith: They would, too.

The Attorney General: It is costing 39s.
in Hollywood.

Mr. CORNELL: Of course the Common-
wealth Government has much more money
than the State for such things.

Hon. J. B. Sleemnan: You have not got
out ot'the hole you talked about.

Mr. CORNELL: I would like to
comment on what appears to be sonme delay
in the tabling of reports. For instance,
a recent -report tabled was on the activi-
ties of the Education Department and it is
dated the 30th June, 1945. It was obvi-
ously out-f-date and departmental heads
should endeavour to make reports so that
they are news and not history. I thank
members for giving me an attentive hearing
at a time when they should be in bed, so I
will resume my seat to enable them to go
there.

On motion by Mr. Styants, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.58 p.m.
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